
Deadly storm moves 
cross country taking 
aim at Northeast 


By MICHAEL R. SISAK 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A dead¬ 
ly winter storm that has 
been tormenting travelers 
across the U.S. since before 
Thanksgiving moved to 
the Northeast on Sunday, 
packing one last punch of 
snow and ice as people 
made their way home after 
the holiday weekend. 

The National Weather Serv¬ 
ice predicted more than a 
foot (0.3 meters) of snow 
in swaths of upstate New 
York and New England, 


as well as ice accumula¬ 
tions in parts of Pennsylva¬ 
nia. "We've got our shovels 
ready. We've got the snow¬ 
blower ready. We're pre¬ 
pared," said Paul Newman 
of Wethersfield, Connecti¬ 
cut. The same storm has 
been pummeling the U.S. 
for days as it moves cross 
country, dumping heavy 
snow from parts of Califor¬ 
nia to the northern Midwest 
and inundating other areas 
with rain. 

Continued on Page 2 



In this Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2019 photo, the last of fall's leaves cling to the trees as snow gathers in 
Glenbrook Basin in Grass Valley, Calif. 

Associated Press 
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Deadly storm moves cross country taking aim at Northeast 

Continued from Front 



A woman and a child cross the street while battling the weather on a windy and snowy morning in Greeley, Colo., Saturday, Nov. 
30, 2019. 

Associated Press 


It has been blamed for sev¬ 
eral deaths. 

The bodies of a boy and a 
girl, both 5, were found in 
central Arizona after their 
vehicle was swept away 
Friday while crossing a 
swollen creek. 

Two adults and four other 
children were rescued by 
helicopter, but a 6-year-old 
girl is still missing. Rescuers 
are combing the area of 
Tonto Basin, about 50 miles 
(80 kilometers) northeast of 
Phoenix, with helicopters, 
drones, boats and dogs. 
"We want to bring her 
home safely to her family," 
said Lt. Virgil Dodd of the 
Gila County Sheriff’s Office. 
"She needs to come home 
today, and we're going to 
do that." 

Two boys, ages 5 and 8, 
died Saturday near Patton, 
Missouri, when the vehi¬ 
cle they were riding in was 
swept off flooded roads. 

A 48-year-old man died in 
a separate incident near 
Sedgewickville, Missouri, 
and a storm-related death 
was reported in South Da¬ 
kota. 

Also in South Dakota, a 
small-engine plane car¬ 
rying 12 people crashed 
shortly after takeoff Satur¬ 
day afternoon, killing nine 
people and injuring three 
others. Federal aviation in¬ 
vestigators are looking into 
whether snowy weather 
was a factor. 

Major highways reopened 
Sunday in Wyoming and 
Colorado, a day after bliz¬ 
zard conditions clogged 
roads with snow drifts. 

Road crews were able to 
reopen all of Interstate 25 
and most of 1-80 in Wyo¬ 
ming early Sunday after 
strong winds abated. Ma¬ 
jor interstates in Colorado 
were also reopened. 

Still, authorities warned 
travelers to remain alert for 


slick conditions and blow¬ 
ing snow. 

The city of Duluth, Minneso¬ 
ta, was blanketed with 21.7 
inches (0.6 meters) of snow 
as of 12 p.m. Sunday. City 
officials said streets were 
impassible and residents 
should stay inside. 

Farther south, precipitation 
was in the form of rain and 
thunderstorms. 

As the storm shifts east, 
flight delays and cancel¬ 
lations are continuing to 
pile up — disrupting trave¬ 
lers heading home after 
Thanksgiving. 

As of 12:30 p.m, more than 
500 Sunday flights were 
cancelled in the U.S., com¬ 
pared with about 400 on 
Saturday, according to 
flight tracking site FlightA- 
ware. 

Newark, New Jersey, has 
had 33 flight cancellations 
and some inbound planes 
are being delayed by an 
average of more than 2 
1/2 hours because of the 
weather. 

There were also dozens of 


flight delays in Chicago 
and Minneapolis. 

In Denver, 100 flights were 
canceled Saturday be¬ 
cause of high winds. 

In the mountain communi¬ 
ties northeast of Los Ange¬ 
les, nearly 9,000 utility cus¬ 
tomers were without power 
because of the storm. 
Forecasters said a new 
storm is expected to bring 
several feet of mountain 
snow, rain and gusty winds 
to California through the 
weekend. 

Another system is forecast 
to develop in the mid-At¬ 
lantic Sunday, moving into 
a nor'easter by Monday. 

As Sunday's storm ap¬ 
proached, hardy New Eng¬ 
landers made sure to pre¬ 
pared, even if they weren't 
really that worried. 

Some communities, includ¬ 
ing Waterbury, Connecti¬ 
cut, have instituted parking 
bans. 

Much of interior Massachu¬ 
setts could get up to a foot 
of snow. 

Boston is projected to get 


between 3 and 6 inches 
of snow, but Mayor Marty 
Walsh says schools will be 
open on Monday. 
Newman, who braved the 
forecast to take his son to 
a college basketball game 
in Flartford, said it took him 
about five hours to get new 
tires Saturday because it 


seemed everyone else was 
doing the same thing. 

"I think there's some extra 
hype on this one because 
it's the first one of the year," 
said Justin Bette, of South- 
bury, Connecticut. 

"We've been around for 
quite a while, we think we'll 
be OK.'Q 
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Alabama unveils statue of civil rights 
icon Rosa Parks 


MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) — 

A new statue of civil rights 
pioneer Rosa Parks was 
dedicated in Alabama's 
capital city on Sunday, the 
64th anniversary of her his¬ 
toric refusal to give up her 
seat on a public bus to a 
white man. Montgomery 
Mayor Steven Reed and 
Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey 
pulled back a cloth to un¬ 
veil the statue before a 
crowd of about 400 spec¬ 
tators. The ceremony coin¬ 
cided with the anniversary 
of Parks' Dec. 1, 1955 arrest 
that sparked the Mont¬ 


gomery Bus Boycott, a piv¬ 
otal part of the civil rights 
movement. "This depiction 
will inspire future genera¬ 
tions to make the pilgrim¬ 
age to our city, to push 
toward the path of righ¬ 
teousness, strength, cour¬ 
age and equality," Reed, 
who recently became the 
first African American may¬ 
or of Montgomery, said at 
the ceremony, accord¬ 
ing to al.com. Four granite 
markers near the statue 
honor plaintiffs in Browder 
v. Gayle, the court case 
that determined segrega¬ 


tion on Montgomery buses 
was unconstitutional. One 
of the plaintiffs, Mary Louise 
Smith, took part in the cer¬ 
emony Sunday. Parks was 
92 when she died in 2005. 
"For the city officials, from 
the city and the county, to 
be able to honor Mrs. Parks 
and honor those plaintiffs, 
and even more importantly 
to honor the 40,000 African 
American men and women 
who stayed off of the buses 
for 382 days, it is indeed a 
step in the right direction," 
Gray told the Montgomery 
Advertiser. □ 



Mary Louise Smith, a plaintiff in the Browder vs. Gayle case that 
desegregated buses in Montgomery, stands beside the Rosa 
Parks statue after its unveiling event in downtown Montgomery, 
Ala., Sunday, Dec. 1, 2019, the anniversary of her arrest for not 
giving up her seat on a city bus. 

Associated Press 
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White House says it won't participate in impeachment hearing 



In this July 25,2019, file phot. President Donald Trump speaks during a ceremony for new Secretary 
of Defense Mark Esper at the Pentagon. 


By HOPE YEN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

White House declared Sun¬ 
day it would not participate 
in the first impeachment 
hearings before the House 
Judiciary Committee as 
Democrats prepared to 
approve their report Tues¬ 
day making the case for 
President Donald Trump's 
removal from office. 

The Democratic majority 
on the House Intelligence 
Committee says its report 
will speak for itself in lay¬ 
ing out possible charges of 
bribery or "high crimes and 
misdemeanors," the con¬ 
stitutional standard for im¬ 
peachment. After receiv¬ 
ing the report, the Judiciary 
Committee would prepare 
actual charges. 

That committee's first hear¬ 
ing was already set for 
Wednesday and was ex¬ 
pected to feature four le¬ 
gal experts who will exam¬ 
ine questions of constitu¬ 
tional grounds as the com¬ 
mittee decides whether to 
write articles of impeach¬ 
ment against Trump, and 
if so, what those articles 
would be. The White House 
was invited to attend the 


Wednesday hearing, but 
its counsel declined in a fi¬ 
ery letter released Sunday 
evening. "This baseless and 
highly partisan inquiry vio¬ 
lates all past historical prec¬ 
edent, basic due process 
rights, and fundamental 
fairness," said White House 
counsel Pat Cipollone, 
continuing the West Wing's 
attack on the procedural 


form of the impeachment 
proceedings. Trump him¬ 
self was scheduled to at¬ 
tend a summit with NATO 
allies outside London on 
Wednesday. 

Cipollone's letter applied 
only to the Wednesday 
hearing, and he demand¬ 
ed more information from 
Democrats on how they 
intended to conduct fur¬ 


Associated Press 

ther hearings before Trump 
would decide whether to 
participate in those hear¬ 
ings. House-passed rules 
provide the president and 
his attorneys the right to 
cross-examine witnesses 
and review evidence be¬ 
fore the committee, but 
little ability to bring forward 
witnesses of their own. 
Republicans, meanwhile, 
wanted Democratic Rep. 
Adam Schiff, chairman 
of the Intelligence Com¬ 
mittee, to testify before 
the Judiciary Committee, 
though they have no pow¬ 
er to compel him to do so, 
as they joined the White 
House effort to try to cast 
the Democratic-led inquiry 
as skewed against the Re¬ 
publican president. 

"If he chooses not to (testi¬ 
fy), then I really question his 
veracity in what he's put¬ 
ting in his report," said Rep. 
Doug Collins, the top Re¬ 
publican on the Judiciary 
Committee. 

"It's easy to hide behind 
a report," Collins added. 
"But it's going to be an¬ 
other thing to actually get 
up and have to answer 
questions." Schiff has said 
"there’s nothing for me to 
testify about," that he isn't 
a "fact" witness and that 
Republicans are only trying 
to "mollify the president, 
and that's not a good rea¬ 
son to try to call a member 
of Congress as a witness." 
Coming after two weeks of 
public testimony and two 


months of investigation, the 
findings of the Intelligence 
Committee report were 
not yet publicly known. But 
the report was expected 
to focus mostly on whether 
Trump abused his office by 
withholding military aid ap¬ 
proved by Congress and a 
White House meeting as he 
pressed Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskiy to 
launch investigations into 
Trump’s political rivals. 
Democrats also were ex¬ 
pected to include an ar¬ 
ticle on obstruction of Con¬ 
gress that outlines Trump's 
instructions to officials in his 
administration to defy sub¬ 
poenas for documents or 
testimony. Democrats were 
aiming for a final House 
vote by Christmas, which 
would set the stage for a 
likely Senate trial in Janu¬ 
ary. "I do believe that all 
evidence certainly will be 
included in that report so 
the Judiciary Committee 
can make the necessary 
decisions that they need 
to," said Rep. Val Demings, 
D-Fla., a member of both 
the Intelligence and Judi¬ 
ciary committees. 

She said Democrats had 
not yet finalized witnesses 
for the upcoming Judi¬ 
ciary hearings and were 
waiting to hear back from 
Trump on his plans to pres¬ 
ent a defense. "If he has 
not done anything wrong, 
we're certainly anxious to 
hear his explanation of 
that," Demings said. 

Trump has previously sug¬ 
gested that he might be 
willing to offer written tes¬ 
timony under certain con¬ 
ditions, though aides sug¬ 
gested they did not an¬ 
ticipate Democrats would 
ever agree to them. 

"The Democrats are hold¬ 
ing the most ridiculous Im¬ 
peachment hearings in his¬ 
tory. Read the Transcripts, 
NOTHING was done or 
said wrong!" Trump tweet¬ 
ed Saturday. Democrats 
had pressed Trump to de¬ 
cide by Friday whether he 
would take advantage of 
due process protections af¬ 
forded to him under House 
rules adopted in October 
for follow-up hearings, in¬ 
cluding the right to request 
witness testimony and to 
cross-examine the witness¬ 
es called by the House.□ 
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Rescuers search for girl, 6, missing after truck swept away 



This Saturday, Nov. 30, 2019, photo shows the road closed near Bar X road and Tonto Creek after a vehicle was washed by flood 
waters in Tonto Basin, Ariz. 

Associated Press 


TONTO BASIN, Ariz. (AP) — 

Nine members of an Arizo¬ 
na family, together for the 
Thanksgiving holiday, were 
in an oversized military-style 
truck when they got stuck 
in a raging creek swollen 
by intense runoff from a 
powerful storm. 

Four children and two 
adults got out and were 
rescued by helicopter, but 
three children stayed in the 
truck and it was later swept 
away. 

Rescuers with helicop¬ 
ters, drones, boats, dogs 
and an army of volunteers 
searched frantically Sun¬ 
day for a 6-year-old girl 
missing since Friday. 

Fler brother and cousin, 
both 5, were found dead 
on Saturday. 

"We want to bring her 
home safely to her family," 
said Lt. Virgil Dodd of the 
Gila County Sheriff's Office. 
"She needs to come home 
today, and we're going to 
do that today." 

More than 100 volunteers 
gathered near Tonto Basin, 
a small community north¬ 
east of Phoenix, early Sun¬ 
day to help search for the 
missing girl, Willa Rawlings, 
The Arizona Republic re¬ 
ported. 

"I cannot thank you 
enough," the girl's uncle, 
Nathan Sherwood, told 
the crowd of people ready 
to help, according to the 
newspaper. 

"This is about the only light 
in this dark situation." 
Volunteers trudged in small 
groups through the muddy 
brush, toward the creek, to 
search for the missing girl, 
who was last seen wearing 
jeans and a purple jacket. 
Willa's parents, Daniel and 


Lacey Rawlings, both es¬ 
caped from the truck but 
their son, Colby Rawlings, 
and niece, Austin Rawlings, 
were not in the vehicle 
when it was pulled from the 
creek the next day. 

Their bodies were found 
about 600 to 1,000 yards 
(meters) from the failed 
crossing. 

The creek crossing was 
marked as closed with bar¬ 
ricades and signs, authori¬ 
ties said. 

A National Weather Ser¬ 
vice meteorologist said 
the agency issued a flood 
warning for the region that 


includes the Tonto Basin 
area at 8:53 a.m. Friday 
based on data from an up¬ 
stream flooding gauge. 
Meteorologist Sean Bene¬ 
dict in Phoenix estimated 
that up to 2 inches (5 cen¬ 
timeters) of rain fell in the 
area, with some of the run¬ 
off coming from snow that 
fell on nearby peaks. 

The region got up to 4 
inches (10 centimeters) of 
rain about a week before, 
Benedict said. 

"So the grounds were al¬ 
ready pretty wet and that 
probably helped with the 
runoff." 


Adverse conditions includ¬ 
ed heavy brush and slip¬ 
pery mud along the creek 
and frigid water from snow¬ 
melt, but officials said they 
remained hopeful. 
Volunteers trudged in small 
groups through the muddy 
brush to search for the miss¬ 
ing girl, who was last seen 
wearing jeans and a purple 
jacket. 

"The Rawlings family are a 
fixture," said David Merrill, 
one of the volunteers, told 
The Republic. 

"They're the salt of the earth 
and they have done so 
much. Little League, school 


... volunteers for football ... 
whatever it took, they've 
been in the middle of it." 
Merrill came with a group 
from the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints 
in Pinetop, about 130 miles 
(210 kilometers) east of the 
search area. 

'The whole community's ral¬ 
lied around them to show 
their love and support dur¬ 
ing this tragedy," he said. 
Dodd, of the sheriff's office, 
confirmed Sunday that 
the number of people res¬ 
cued Friday night was six 
after conflicting reports on 
SaturdayO 
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Justices take up gun case, though disputed law has changed 



In this Oct. 10, 2017, file photo, the Supreme Court in Washington, at sunset. The Supreme Court is 
turning to gun rights for the first time in nearly a decade, even though New York City gun owners 
already have won changes to a regulation they challenged in court. 

Associated Press 


By MARK SHERMAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Supreme Court is turning to 
gun rights for the first time 
in nearly a decade, even 
though those who brought 
the case, New York City 
gun owners, already have 
won changes to the regu¬ 
lation they challenged. 

The justices’ persistence in 
hearing arguments Mon¬ 
day despite the city's ac¬ 
tion has made gun control 
advocates fearful that the 
court's conservative major¬ 
ity could use the case to 
call into question gun re¬ 
strictions across the coun¬ 
try. 

Gun rights groups are hop¬ 
ing the high court is on the 
verge of extending its land¬ 
mark rulings from 2008 and 
2010 that enshrined the 
right to have a gun for self- 
defense at home. 

For years, the National Rifle 
Association and its allies 
had tried to get the court to 
say more about gun rights, 
even as mass shootings 
may have caused the jus¬ 
tices to shy away from tak¬ 
ing on new disputes over 
gun limits. Justice Clarence 
Thomas has been among 
members of the court who 
have complained that low¬ 
er courts are treating the 
Second Amendment's right 
to "keep and bear arms" as 
a second-class right. 

The lawsuit in New York be¬ 
gan as a challenge to the 
city's prohibition on carry¬ 
ing a licensed, locked and 
unloaded handgun out¬ 
side the city limits, either to 
a shooting range or a sec¬ 
ond home. 

Lower courts upheld the 
regulation, but the Su¬ 
preme Court's decision in 
January to step into the 
case signaled a revived in¬ 
terest in gun rights from a 
court with two new justices, 
Neil Gorsuch and Brett Ka- 
vanaugh, both appointees 


of President Donald Trump. 
Officials at both the city 
and state level scrambled 
to find a way to remove 
the case from the justices' 
grasp. Not only did the city 
change its regulation to al¬ 
low licensed gun owners 
to transport their weapons 
to locations outside New 
York's five boroughs, but 
the state enacted a law 
barring cities from imposing 
the challenged restrictions. 
"There is no case or contro¬ 
versy because New York 
City has repealed the or¬ 
dinance and the New York 
state Legislature has acted 
to make sure it remains re¬ 
pealed," said Jonathan 
Lowy, chief counsel and 
vice president of the gun 
control group Brady’s legal 
action project. 

But those moves failed to 
get the court to dismiss 


the case, although the 
justices are likely to ask at 
arguments about wheth¬ 
er there's anything left for 
them to decide. 

Paul Clement, who rep¬ 
resents three New York 
residents and New York's 
National Rifle Association 
affiliate challenging the 
transportation ban, said in 
an email that among the 
reasons the case remains 
alive legally is that the court 
frowns on tactical moves 
of the sort employed by 
the city and state that are 
meant to frustrate the jus¬ 
tices' review of an issue. 

In addition, he wrote, that 
"the City still views firearm 
ownership as a privilege 
and not a fundamental 
right and is still in the busi¬ 
ness of limiting transport 
and denying licenses for a 
host of discretionary rea¬ 


sons." In the event the court 
reaches the substance of 
the law, the city does con¬ 
tend that what it calls its 
"former rule" did not violate 
the Constitution. But that 
would seem to be a tough 
sell given the court's make¬ 
up, with Gorsuch and, in 
particular, Kavanaugh on 
the court. 

Kavanaugh voted in dis¬ 
sent when his federal ap¬ 
peals court upheld the Dis¬ 
trict of Columbia's ban on 
semi-automatic rifles. 

"Gun bans and gun regu¬ 
lations that are not long¬ 
standing or sufficiently root¬ 
ed in text, history, and tradi¬ 
tion are not consistent with 
the Second Amendment 
individual right," Kavana¬ 
ugh wrote in 2011. 

Gun control advocates 
worry that the court could 
adopt Kavanaugh's le¬ 


gal rationale, potentially 
putting at risk regulations 
about who can carry guns 
in public, limits on large-ca¬ 
pacity ammunition maga¬ 
zines and perhaps even re¬ 
strictions on gun ownership 
by convicted criminals, in¬ 
cluding people convicted 
of domestic violence. 

"This approach to the Sec¬ 
ond Amendment would 
treat gun rights as an ab¬ 
solute right, frozen in histo¬ 
ry, and not subject to any 
restrictions as public safety 
demands," said Hannah 
Shearer, litigation director 
at the Giffords Law Center 
to Prevent Gun Violence. 
Reflecting the possible high 
stakes, more than three 
dozen supporting legal 
briefs have been filed. The 
Trump administration, 25 
mainly Republican states 
and 120 members of the 
House of Representatives 
are on the side of the gun 
owners. 

A dozen Democratic-led 
states and 139 House law¬ 
makers back the city. In ad¬ 
dition, Sen. Sheldon White- 
house, D-R.L, a vocal court 
critic, filed a brief joined by 
four Senate Democratic 
colleagues that asked the 
justices to dismiss the case 
and resist being drawn into 
what he called a political 
project. 

Whitehouse also included 
a warning to the justices. 
"The Supreme Court is not 
well. And the people know 
it. Perhaps the Court can 
heal itself before the public 
demands it be 'restructured 
in order to reduce the influ¬ 
ence of politics,"' he wrote, 
quoting a public opinion 
poll showing support for 
such changes. 

All 53 Republican senators 
responded with a letter 
urging the court not to be 
cowed by the Democrats' 
threats. 

A decision is expected by 
late June. □ 
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10 wounded in shooting near New Orleans' French Quarter 


the scene of a shooting Sunday, Dec. 1, 2019, on the edge of the 

Associated Press 


New Orleans police investigate 
city's famed French Quarter. 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Ten 

people were shot and 
wounded early Sunday 
near the French Quarter 
in New Orleans, a popular 
spot for tourists. Hours later 
in another part of town, 
another shooting killed two 
men and wounded two 
others. 

Police said both shootings 
remain under investigation, 
and authorities did not im¬ 
mediately draw any con¬ 
nection between them. 

Two of the 10 people shot 
on Canal Street near the 
French Quarter were in criti¬ 
cal condition in local hospi¬ 
tals, Police Superintendent 
Shaun Ferguson said. No 
arrests were announced 
by midday Sunday, and 
police did not immediately 
release information about 
any of the victims. 

"What happened in our city 
overnight was a cowardly 
and senseless act that we 
cannot and will not toler¬ 
ate," Ferguson said in a 
statement. 

He said New Orleans has 
seen a significant reduc¬ 
tion in violent crime over 
the past four years. 

Ferguson fold The New Or¬ 
leans Advocafe/The Times- 
Picayune fhat a person of 
inferesf has been detained, 
but it was not immediately 
clear whether the person 
had any connection to the 
shooting. 

The first shootings hap¬ 
pened about 3:20 a.m. on 
a busy commercial block 


of Canal Street that has 
streetcar tracks and is near 
many hotels. 

Ferguson said police quick¬ 
ly responded to the scene 
as patrols were heightened 
for this weekend's Bayou 
Classic, the annual Thanks¬ 
giving weekend rivalry foot¬ 
ball game between Gram- 
bling State and Southern 
University at the Mercedes- 
Benz Superdome. 

"While this investigation is in 
the very beginning stages, 
one thing is certain — we 
will not stop until we identi¬ 
fy and arrest those respon¬ 
sible," Ferguson said in his 
statement. 

New Orleans Mayor Latoya 
Cantrell also pledged to 
bring the perpetrators to 
justice. 

"The shootings on Canal 
Street early this morning 
were an ugly disruption of 
an otherwise beautiful holi¬ 
day weekend. We will do 
everything we can to wrap 
the victims and their fami¬ 
lies in our love and support, 
and to bring the criminals 
responsible to justice," she 
said via Twitter on Sunday. 
Kenneth Culbreth told The 
New Orleans Advocate/ 
The Times-Picayune that he 
had gone into a CVS phar¬ 
macy in the early morn¬ 
ing hours to make a quick 
purchase. Moments later, 
he walked out to a crime 
scene. 

"On my way out of the 
CVS, I heard pops," Cul¬ 
breth said. "It was so many. 


I couldn't keep count." 


Culbreth spent the rest of 
the morning watching the 
scene, with law enforce¬ 
ment and several emer¬ 
gency vehicles moving in 
and out at a rapid pace. 
Police initially said 10 peo¬ 
ple were wounded. They 
later said 11 were wound¬ 
ed, but the police depart¬ 
ment then sent a state¬ 
ment saying the correct 
number was 10. 

The shooting on Canal 
Street happened near the 
spot where 10 people were 
shot, one of them fatally, 
on Bourbon Street in the 
French Quarter on Nov. 
27, 2016. One man was 
convicted of attempted 
manslaughter and obstruc¬ 
tion of justice, but jurors 
could not reach a verdict 
on a second-degree mur¬ 
der charge. Another man 
awaits trial. □ 
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Malta leader to resign amid protests over reporter's death 



In this Thursday, June 20, 2019 file photo, Malta's Prime Minister Joseph Muscat arrives for an EU 
summit at the Europa building in Brussels. 

Associated Press 


By STEPHEN CALLEJA 
Associated Press 
VALLETTA, Malta (AP) — 

Maltese Prime Minister Jo¬ 
seph Muscat told the nation 
Sunday night that he would 
resign in January, following 
pressure from angry citizens 
for the truth about the 2017 
car bombing that killed an 
anti-corruption journalist. 

In a televised message, 
Muscat said he had in¬ 
formed Malta's president 
that he will quit as leader of 
the governing Labor Party 
on Jan. 12 and that "in the 
days after I will resign as 
prime minister." 

Hours earlier, nearly 20,000 
Maltese protested outside 
a courthouse in the capital, 
Valletta, demanding that 
he step down in the largest 
such turnout of nearly daily 
protests in recent weeks. 

"As prime minister, I prom¬ 
ised two years ago that 
justice would be done in 
the case of the murder of 
Daphne Caruana Galizia," 
Muscat said, beginning his 
speech, adding that "to¬ 
day I am here to tell you 
that I kept my word." 

But the slain reporter's fam¬ 
ily contended Muscat's de¬ 
parture won't satisfy those 
in the nation who are de¬ 
termined that corruption 
and cronyism between pol¬ 
iticians and business figures 
be rooted out. 

"People will be out in the 
streets again tomorrow," 
tweeted one of her sons, 
Matthew Caruana Galizia, 
who is also a journalist. 
Muscat contended that 
"justice is being done." 

He noted that in addition to 
three people arrested soon 
after the bombing for car¬ 
rying out the actual attack, 
now there is "someone ac¬ 
cused of being the princi¬ 
pal person behind this kill¬ 


ing." Muscat was referring 
to prominent Maltese busi¬ 
nessman Yorgen Fenech, 
who on Saturday night, 
was arraigned on charges 
of alleged complicity in the 
killing and of allegedly or¬ 
ganizing and financing the 
bombing. Fenech entered 
pleas of innocence. 
Muscat's former chief of 
staff Keith Schembri was 
allegedly linked to the kill¬ 
ing. Schembri was among 
government members tar¬ 
geted by Caruana Galiz- 
ia's investigative reporting. 
Schembri, who resigned 
last week, was arrested 
in the probe but later re¬ 
leased. He denies wrong¬ 
doing. 

The prime minister said the 
investigation continues. 

The slain reporter had writ¬ 
ten extensively about sus¬ 
pected corruption in politi¬ 
cal and business circles on 
the European Union nation. 


an attractive financial ha¬ 
ven for many investors. 
Among her targets were 
those in Muscat's political 
inner circle, including those 
in his Cabinet. Caruana 
Galizia was the subject of 
lawsuits by some of her 
subjects, including in gov¬ 
ernment. While many cel¬ 
ebrated her as an anti-cor¬ 
ruption champion, some 
on the island whose deal¬ 
ings she exposed scorned 
her work. 

"I reiterate my deepest re¬ 
gret that a person, who, 
with all her positive and 
negative qualities and 
contribution toward the 
democracy of our country, 
was killed in such a brutal 
way," Muscat said. 

"The sensations of genuine 
sadness and anger for this 
murder are justified. And 
I will never accept that 
someone conveys a signal 
that in any way he or she 


is justifying this murder," the 
prime minister said. 

Muscat used his speech to 
praise his tenure's achieve¬ 
ments, including strong 
economic growth and civil 
rights, including legalized 
marriage and adoption for 
same-sex couples. 

Referring to the reporter's 
slaying, the prime minis¬ 
ter said, "This case cannot 
define everything that our 
country is and what we 
have accomplished to¬ 
gether." 

The political opposition 
seized on the resentment 
toward the government 
tangible in the protests. 
"Muscat does not under¬ 
stand the anger of the 
people," said Adrian Delia, 
leader of the opposition 
Nationalist Party. Nor does 
he understand "political 
responsibility," Delia con¬ 
tended. 

"He did not understand 


that Daphne Caruana Gal- 
izia's murder took place be¬ 
cause of the sluggishness of 
our institutions,” Delia said 
after Muscat's speech. 
European Parliament law¬ 
makers are due to visit Mal¬ 
ta in coming days, amid 
concerns about the func¬ 
tioning of rule of law on the 
Mediterranean island na¬ 
tion. 

Muscat struck a defensive 
note, saying, "Our institu¬ 
tions are strong, and they 
function." Muscat, first 
elected as prime minister in 
2013, is serving his second 
term. 

Fenech had requested im¬ 
munity from prosecution 
promising to reveal infor¬ 
mation about government 
officials. His bid for immuni¬ 
ty was rejected first by Mus¬ 
cat on his own and later by 
Muscat's Cabinet. 
Participants in Sunday's 
protest carried photos of 
the slain journalist as well as 
placards with the last words 
she wrote on her blog short¬ 
ly before getting into her 
car, which was blown up 
near her home. "The situa¬ 
tion is desperate," she had 
written referring to what she 
unearthed with her digging 
into suspected widespread 
corruption in Malta's po¬ 
litical and business circles. 
On the placards, protesters 
added the word "still" be¬ 
fore "desperate." 

Affixed to the courthouse 
gates were copies of a 
photo of Schembri posing 
the alleged middleman 
was unclear where and 
when the photo was taken. 
The alleged go-between, 
Melvin Theuma recently 
was granted immunity 
from the prosecution in ex¬ 
change for giving details 
on who was behind the 
bombingO 
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With prime minister out, Iraq in constitutional 'black hole' 



Protesters set fires during ongoing protests in Baghdad, Iraq, 
Sunday, Dec. 1, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By SAMYA KULLAB and 
MURTADA FARAJ 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq's 
parliament on Sunday for¬ 
mally accepted the prime 
minister's resignation, but 
the path to replacing Adil 
Abdul-Mahdi was clouded 
with legal questions that 
one lawmaker described 
as a "black hole in the con¬ 
stitution," which does not 
clearly spell out the next 
step. 

Meanwhile, anti-govern¬ 
ment demonstrations went 
on in the capital, and one 
protester was shot dead. 
Demonstrators closed 
roads, including those lead¬ 
ing to a major commodities 
port in southern Iraq. A spe¬ 
cial judicial committee was 
formed to investigate dem¬ 
onstrator deaths. 
Parliament approved the 
resignation without a vote, 
according to four lawmak¬ 
ers in attendance. Law¬ 
makers acted on the legal 
opinion of the federal su¬ 
preme court because ex¬ 
isting laws do not provide 
clear procedures. 
"According to the federal 
court's interpretation, there 
is no need to vote," law¬ 
maker Sarkwat Shamse- 
dine said during the ses¬ 
sion. Lawmaker Mohamed 
al-Daraji made the refer¬ 
ence to a black hole in the 
law. 

Following the approval. 
Parliament Speaker Mo¬ 
hamed a-Halbousi asked 
President Barham Salih to 
nominate a new prime 
minister. The constitution 
requires parliament's larg¬ 
est bloc to name a can¬ 
didate for the premiership 
within 15 days. Then the 
prime minister-designate 
has 30 days to form a gov¬ 
ernment. 

Officials and experts 
warned of a potential po¬ 
litical crisis because the 
question of which coalition 
constitutes the largest bloc 
is unresolved. 

Abdul-Mahdi's nomination 
as prime minister was the 
product of a provisional 
alliance between parlia¬ 
ment's two main blocs — 
Sairoon, led by cleric Mo¬ 
qtada al-Sadr, and Fatah, 
which includes leaders 
associated with the para¬ 
military Popular Mobiliza¬ 


tion Units headed by Hadi 
al-Amiri. 

In the May 2018 election, 
neither coalition won a 
commanding plurality that 
would have enabled it to 
name the premier alone. 
To avoid political crisis, Sai¬ 
roon and Fatah forged a 
precarious union. 

Salih began making rounds 
with different political blocs 
to reach a consensus, one 
lawmaker who requested 
anonymity in line with regu¬ 
lations said. Two Iraqi offi¬ 
cials also said that Iranian 
Gen. Qassim Soleimani, the 
head of Iran's elite Quds 
Force and the architect of 
its regional security appa¬ 
ratus, arrived in Baghdad 
and met with key officials. 
"It is expected that not just 
Soleimani but other usual 
brokers of the prime min¬ 
ister candidate will be ac¬ 
tive from now on," said 
one official who spoke 
on condition of anonym¬ 
ity because of regulations. 
"But for sure no candidate 
will go through without the 
blessing of Najaf." 

Najaf is the seat of Iraq's 
Shiite religious authority. 

The possibility of Sairoon 
and Fatah re-committing 
to an alliance over the se¬ 
lection of the premiership 
was "the strongest scenar¬ 
io," Shamsedine said. 

In Baghdad's historic Ra- 
sheed Street, security forc¬ 
es fired live ammunition 
to prevent crowds from 
breaching concrete bar¬ 
riers near the Ahrar bridge 
that leads to parliament 
and other government 
buildings. One protester 
was killed and 10 wound¬ 
ed, according to security 
and medical officials who 
spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity. 

The new investigative com¬ 
mittee was formed to hear 
cases from the city of Na- 
siriyah, which has seen the 
most fatalities due to live 
ammunition used by secu¬ 
rity forces in recent days. 
The committee issued an 
arrest warrant against Lt. 
Gen. Jamil al-Shammari on 
charges of issuing orders 
that lead to the killing of 
demonstrators, according 
to Iraqi state TV. 
Abdul-Mahdi recently with¬ 
drew al-Shammari from 
overseeing security matters 


in the southern city follow¬ 
ing the bloodshed. 

Unlike elsewhere in Iraq, in 
Basra demonstrators have 
routinely targeted the 
country's economic inter¬ 
ests. 

Demonstrators staged a 
sit-in and cut roads to the 
West Qurna 1 oil field, op¬ 
erated by ExxonMobil. The 
field, among the coun¬ 
try's largest, produces over 
450,000 barrels of oil per 
day. A senior oil ministry of¬ 
ficial said the protests have 
not yet affected crude pro¬ 
duction. 

Protesters continued to 
block roads to the coun¬ 
try' main Gulf commodities 
port in Umm Qasr. Port of¬ 
ficials previously said trade 
activity had been cut by 50 
percent as a result. 

Also Sunday, unknown at¬ 
tackers in Najaf torched 


the Iranian consulate, 
which was empty. 

It was the second time 
the building had been set 
ablaze in recent days, fol¬ 
lowing an earlier fire started 
by protesters who stormed 


the structure. At least 400 
people have been killed 
since Oct. 1, when thou¬ 
sands took to the streets in 
mass protests in Baghdad 
and the predominantly Shi¬ 
ite south. □ 
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Hong Kong pro-democracy rally cut short by police tear gas 


By EILEEN NG 
Associated Press 
HONG KONG (AP) — Thou¬ 
sands of people took to 
Hong Kong's streets Sun¬ 
day in a new wave of pro- 
democracy protests, but 
police fired tear gas after 
some demonstrators hurled 
bricks and smoke bombs, 
breaking a rare pause in 
violence that has persisted 
during the six-month-long 
movement. 

In the largest of three ral¬ 
lies, a key thoroughfare 
along the waterfront on the 
Kowloon side of Victoria 
Harbour was packed with 
demonstrators, from hard¬ 
ened masked protesters 
in all-black outfits to fami¬ 
lies and the elderly. They 
chanted "Five demands, 
not one less" and "Disband 
the police force" as they 
marched. 

That rally followed two 
other marches earlier Sun¬ 
day as protesters sought to 
keep the pressure on city 
leader Carrie Lam after the 
recent win by the pro-de¬ 
mocracy camp in district 
council elections and the 
gaining of U.S. support for 
their cause. 

"If we don't walk out, the 



1 HK 
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A pro-democracy protester runs away from the tear gas fired by riot police during a rally in Hong 
Kong, Sunday, Dec. 1,2019. 

Associated Press 


government will say it's just 
a youth issue, but this is a 
Hong Kong problem that 
affects all of us," Lily Chau, 
30, said as she pushed her 
toddler in a stroller at the 
march in Kowloon. "If we 
are scared, the govern¬ 
ment will continue to tram¬ 
ple on our rights." 

Police estimated that 
16,000 people attended 
the Kowloon rally. 

Slogans spray-painted 
along walls and on side¬ 


walks reminded the crowd 
that "Freedom is not free" 
and pledged "Victory at all 
costs." 

The Kowloon march was 
cut short after riot police 
fired tear gas and arrested 
a few people. A police 
statement said minimum 
force was deployed after 
"hundreds of rioters hurled 
smoke bombs" and bricks. 
Marchers berated police 
as they scrambled to flee 
the tear gas, shouting "Dirty 


cops" and "Are you trying 
to kill us?" Some protesters 
dug up paving stones and 
threw them on the street to 
try to slow the police down. 
More tear gas was fired 
at night after dozens of 
hardcore protesters set up 
roadblocks and vandal¬ 
ized some shops and res¬ 
taurants linked to China. 
Hong Kong's protests have 
been relatively peace¬ 
ful during the two weeks 
around the Nov. 24 elec¬ 


tions, but Sunday's disrup¬ 
tion indicated there may 
be more violence if Lam 
fails to yield to protesters' 
demands. 

Tensions started Saturday 
night after police used 
pepper balls against pro¬ 
testers and a man was hit 
in the head by an unidenti¬ 
fied assailant while clearing 
the street. 

Lam has said she'll accel¬ 
erate dialogue but has 
refused to offer any new 
concessions since the elec¬ 
tions. Her government has 
accepted only one de¬ 
mand — withdrawing ex¬ 
tradition legislation that 
would have sent suspects 
to mainland China for trial. 
Elaine Wong, an office 
worker who was at the 
Kowloon march, called 
the recent election win "an 
empty victory." 

"We have in actual fact 
not won any concessions 
for our demands," she said. 
"We must continue to stand 
out to remind the govern¬ 
ment of our unhappiness." 
The two earlier marches 
Sunday appealed to Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump for help 
and demanded that po¬ 
lice stop using tear gas.Q 
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Maldives opposition slams guilty 
verdict on former president 



In this Feb. 3, 2018, file photo, Maldivian President Yameen 
Abdul Gayoom, center, surrounded by his body guards arrives 
to address his supporters in Male, Maldives. 

Associated Press 


MALE, Maldives (AP) — 

Two opposition parties in 
the Maldives say the trial in 
which former President Ya¬ 
meen Abdul Gayoom was 
convicted of money laun¬ 
dering was politically moti¬ 
vated. 

The opposition coalition 
of the Progressive Party of 
Maldives and the People's 
National Congress said in 
a statement Saturday that 


Yameen was given an un¬ 
just sentence due to his 
"economic development 
success." Yameen was sen¬ 
tenced to five years in pris¬ 
on after being found guilty 
on Thursday. The five-mem¬ 
ber Criminal Court bench 
also ordered him to pay a 
$5 million fine. In its ruling, 
the court found Yameen 
guilty of laundering $1 mil¬ 
lion in state money for per¬ 


sonal gain during his presi¬ 
dency. The two opposition 
parties have appealed the 
case to the High Court. 
Abdul Raheem, Vice Presi¬ 
dent of the People's Na¬ 
tional Congress, called for 
the coalition's supporters 
to "peacefully oppose" 
the government, saying it 
was "incapable" and has 
"brought heavy financial 
burden on the people" 
of the Maldives. Raheem 
also said that Yameen was 
transferred to Maafushi Pris¬ 
on after demonstrations on 
Friday. Yameen's lawyers 
had expressed concern 
over the condition of his jail 
cell at Male Prison, where 
he was detained earlier. 
Yameen led the Indian 
Ocean archipelago nation 
from 2013 to 2018. During 
that time, he was accused 
of corruption, muzzling the 
media and persecuting 
political opponents. □ 
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Belgian Carnival town renounces 
UNESCO title over racism row 



In this Sunday, Feb. 10, 2013 file photo, people celebrate 
carnival during the yearly procession in Aalst, Belgium. 

Associated Press 


By RAF CASERT 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — The famed 
Belgian Carnival town of 
Aalst wants to renounce its 
place on the U.N. cultural 
heritage list, saying it is sick 
of widespread complaints 
that this spring's edition 
contained blatant anti- 
Semitism. 

Town officials say the float 
objected to, with stereo¬ 
typical depictions of hook¬ 
nosed Jews sitting on piles 
of money, was trying to 
make a joke and they con¬ 
tend no one should try to 
muzzle humor of any kind 
during the three-day Car¬ 
nival. 

Aalst mayor Christoph 
D'Haese said Sunday that 
city officials "have had it 
a bit with the grotesque 
complaints and Aalst will 
renounce its UNESCO rec¬ 


ognition." UNESCO, Jewish 
groups and the European 
Union have condemned 
the float as anti-Semitic, 
with the EU saying it con¬ 
jured up visions of the 1930s. 
UNESCO already was plan¬ 
ning to consider at its Dec. 
9-14 meeting in Bogota, 
Colombia, whether to kick 
Aalst off the list of Intangi¬ 
ble Cultural Heritage. 

"It was clear that we had to 
go, so we kept the honor 
to ourselves," D'Haese told 
VTM network. 

Aalst is one of Europe's most 
famous Carnivals and it is a 
celebration of unbridled, 
no-holds-barred humor 
and satire. 

Politicians, religious leaders 
and the rich and famous 
are relentlessly ridiculed 
during the three-day festi¬ 
val ahead of Roman Cath¬ 
olic Lent. 


Imposing limits on that 
would take away the es¬ 
sence of the town's Carni¬ 
val, said D'Haese, who has 
seen revelers imperson¬ 
ating leaders of his Flem¬ 
ish nationalist N-VA party 
leadership go around in 
Nazi uniforms. For him, it is 
the be-all, end-all of Aalst 
Carnival, in which a laugh 
trumps ethical concerns. 
The parade of floats draws 
some 100,000 visitors every 
year to the city close to 
Brussels. Most often it goes 
off without a hitch. 

After the outrage in early 
March, D'Haese claimed 
city elders reached out 
to Belgium's "anti-discrim¬ 
ination center and sev¬ 
eral Jewish organizations, 
for whom it will never be 
enough." 

Hans Knoop of the Belgian 
Forum of Jewish Organiza¬ 


tions told The Associated 
Press that the mayor had 
not been cooperative in 
discussing the issue. 

And Knoop warned that re¬ 
nouncing the UNESCO cul¬ 
tural heritage tag should 
not open the way for more 
similar displays at the festi¬ 
val in late February. 

"They are not at liberty to 
spew any more anti-Semitic 


dirt," he said. "We will keep 
a close eye on Aalst." 

He insisted there are merry 
Carnivals around the world 
without a hint of racism or 
anti-Semitism. 

D'Haese said it would be 
"unavoidable" that there 
would be Jewish ridicule at 
the next edition. 

He has said it was not for 
him to police humor. Q 


Relic thought to be from Jesus’ manger arrives in Bethlehem 



Christian clergymen carry a wooden relic believed to be from 
Jesus' manger at the Church of Saint Saviour in Jerusalem's old 
city, Friday, Nov. 29, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By IMAD ISSEID 
Associated Press 
BETHLEHEM, West Bank (AP) 

— A tiny wooden relic that 
some Christians believe to 
be part of Jesus' manger 
arrived Saturday in its per¬ 
manent home in the bibli¬ 
cal city of Bethlehem 1,400 
years after it was sent to 
Rome as a gift to the pope. 
Cheerful crowds greeted 
the ornately encased relic 
with much fanfare before 
it entered the Franciscan 
Church of St. Catherine 
next to the Church of the 


Nativity, the West Bank holy 
site where tradition says Je¬ 
sus was born. 

The return of the relic by 
the Vatican was a spirit¬ 
lifting moment for the Pal¬ 
estinians, a small minority of 
whom are Christian. It coin¬ 
cides with Advent, a four- 
week period leading up to 
Christmas. 

Troubled Bethlehem in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank 
is preparing for the occa¬ 
sion, where pilgrims from 
around the world flock to 
the city. 


Young Palestinian scouts 
played bagpipes and the 
crowd snapped pictures as 
a clergyman held the silver 
reliquary and marched to¬ 
ward the church. 

Brother Francesco Patton, 
the custodian of the Fran¬ 
ciscan order in the Holy 
Land, said Palestinian Presi¬ 
dent Mahmoud Abbas had 
asked Pope Francis to bor¬ 
row the entire manger, but 
the pope decided to send 
a tiny portion of it to stay 
permanently in Bethlehem. 
"It's a great joy" that the 


piece returns to its original 
place, Patton said, accord¬ 


ing to Wafa, the official Pal¬ 
estinian news agency .□ 
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Toll at least 21 after Mexico cartel attack near U.S. border 



The City Hall of Villa Union is riddled with bullet holes after a gun battle between Mexican security 
forces and suspected cartel gunmen, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2019. 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mexi¬ 
can security forces on 
Sunday killed seven more 
members of a presumed 
cartel assault force that 
rolled into a town near the 
Texas border and staged 
an hour-long attack, of¬ 
ficials said, bringing the 
death toll to at least 21. 

The Coahuila state govern¬ 
ment said in a statement 
that lawmen aided by he¬ 
licopters were still chasing 
remnants of the force that 
arrived in a convoy of pick¬ 
up trucks and attacked the 
city hall of Villa Union on 
Saturday. 

Gov. Miguel Angel 
Riquelme said at least 14 
people had died by that 
afternoon, four of them 
police officers. He also said 
then that several munici¬ 
pal workers were missing. 
It wasn't clear if they had 
since been located. 

The reason for the military- 
style attack remained un¬ 
clear Sunday. Cartels have 
been contending for con¬ 
trol of smuggling routes 
in northern Mexico, but 
there was no immediate 
evidence that a rival cartel 
had been targeted in Villa 
Union. 

The new statement did not 
give a new death total, but 
said seven more attackers 
were killed on Sunday in 
addition to at least seven 
who reportedly died the 
day before. Three other 
bodies had not been iden¬ 
tified. 


The governor said the 
armed group — at least 
some in military style garb 
— stormed the town of 
3,000 residents in a convoy 
of trucks, attacking local 
government offices and 
prompting state and feder¬ 
al forces to intervene. Bul¬ 
let-riddled trucks left aban¬ 
doned in the streets were 
marked C.D.N. — Spanish 
initials of the Cartel of the 
Northeast gang. 

Several of the gunmen stole 
vehicles as they fled and 
kidnapped locals to help 
guide them on dirt tracks 
out of town, the governor 
said. At least one of the sto¬ 
len vehicles was a hearse 


headed for a funeral, ac¬ 
cording to the newspaper 
Zocalo of Saltillo. 

The town is about 35 miles 
(60 kilometers) south-south- 
west of Eagle Pass, Texas, 
and 12 miles (20 kilometers) 
from the town of Allende 
— site of a 2011 massacre 
involving the Zetas cartel in 
which officials say 70 died. 
Rapid gunfire could be 
heard in videos posted to 
social media along with 
frantic people telling friends 
to stay indoors. Images of 
the aftermath of the shoot¬ 
out showed burned out 
vehicles, while the facade 
of Villa Union's city hall was 
riddled with bullets. 


Associated Press 

The governor said security 
forces would remain in the 
town for several days to re¬ 
store a sense of calm. 

Falko Ernst, senior Mexico 
analyst for the non-profit 
Crisis Group, which seeks 
to promote peace, said 
there are few incentives for 
armed groups in the coun¬ 
try to refrain from violence. 
"Solving this issue — which 
underpins impunity — 
would have to be the cen¬ 
terpiece of an integrated 
security strategy. But such a 
thing is yet to be presented 
by (President) Lopez Ob- 
rador and his team," said 
Ernst. 

"The price of that absence 


is not least the flaring up of 
regional conflict scenarios." 
Mexico's murder rate has in¬ 
creased to historically high 
levels, inching up by 2% in 
the first 10 months of the 
presidency of Andres Man¬ 
uel Lopez Obrador. Federal 
officials said recently that 
there have been 29,414 
homicides so far in 2019, 
compared to 28,869 in the 
same period of 2018. 

The November slaughter by 
Mexican drug cartel gun¬ 
men of three women who 
held U.S. citizenship and six 
of their children focused 
world attention on the ris¬ 
ing violence. 

Saturday's attack also 
showed cartels again re¬ 
sorting to quasi-military op¬ 
erations in a brazen chal¬ 
lenge to state authority. 

In October, a massive op¬ 
eration by the Sinaloa car¬ 
tel prompted the federal 
government to release the 
captured son of a drug lord 
and pull back the army, 
which found itself outma- 
neuvered on the streets of 
Culiacan. 

U.S. President Donald Trump 
said in a radio interview 
last week that he plans to 
designate Mexican drug 
cartels as terrorist organiza¬ 
tions, though he declined 
to say what actions might 
follow that designation. 
Mexican officials have op¬ 
posed such a designation, 
worried it could lead to uni¬ 
lateral U.S. interventions in 
its territoryO 


AP Explains: What awaits Suriname's convicted president? 



Suriname's President Desi Bouterse, left, shakes hands with 
Chinese Premier Li Keqiang before a meeting at the Great Hall 
of the People in Beijing, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2019. 

Associated Press 


PARAMARIBO, Suriname 
(AP) — A court in the South 
American country of Suri¬ 
name has convicted Presi¬ 
dent Desi Bouterse in the 
1982 killings of 15 promi¬ 
nent political opponents 
and sentenced him to 20 
years in prison. The deci¬ 
sion marks the end of a 
historic trial that began in 
2007, the same year that 
Bouterse accepted "po¬ 
litical responsibility" for the 
killings but insists he was 
not present. 

WHAT HAPPENS NOW? 

A panel of three judges is¬ 
sued its verdict while Bout¬ 
erse is in China on an offi¬ 
cial visit. However, they did 


not issue an arrest order for 
Bouterse, who could not be 
immediately reached for 
comment and whose at¬ 
torney called it a "political 


verdict" and appealed the 
ruling. 

Meanwhile, government 
officials have asked for 
calm among the nearly 


600,000 people who live in 
Suriname, a former Dutch 
colony located in South 
America's northeast coast 
whose economy is largely 
based on oil and gold ex¬ 
ports. Bouterse is scheduled 
to arrive in Suriname on 
Sunday and then leave for 
Cuba shortly afterward for 
an official visit. 

It is unclear if those plans re¬ 
main unchanged. 

WHY DID THE TRIAL TAKE 12 
YEARS? 

The trial began in Novem¬ 
ber 2007 and was hit by 
multiple setbacks, includ¬ 
ing efforts by Bouterse to 
end it. Shortly after he was 
elected president in 2010, 


Bouterse pushed through 
an amnesty law only to see 
it ruled unconstitutional. 
Then in 2016, he ordered 
Suriname’s attorney gen¬ 
eral to put a stop to legal 
proceedings in the name 
of national security, but a 
court ruled that he could 
not do so because the 
trial had already started. 
The murders are known 
as the "December killings" 
whose victims included 
well-known people such as 
lawyers, journalists and a 
university professor. 

At the time, the killings 
prompted the Dutch gov¬ 
ernment to withdraw about 
$90 million in annual aid 
from Suriname. □ 
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At Casa del Mar Beach Resort & Timeshare they show not 
to be afraid to try something new. This is the first time the 
Aruba Ray’s Comedy Show will perform in a timeshare re¬ 
sort. “The GM Bob Curtis and I met in 2013 and since then 
he has visited my shows every year. Here, I have a great 
night club-like room in an intimate ambiance with the pos¬ 
sibility of an open bar, pre-show dinner at restaurant Mat¬ 
thew’s and of course the show. We are on from December 
2 till December 20, 8:30pm every night except for Decem¬ 
ber 8 and 14. Check the schedule at www.ArubaComedy. 
com.” Curious about Ray and his fellow comedians? Visit 
the show and let your smiles flow. To Ray it is all clear: “If I 
am not on stage for a week, I feel weird, it’s a part of my 
system. Eating, breathing, performing.”□ 


eaea /eel man* 


“One time opportunity to 


enjoy the best 


US standup comedians 


in one night 


»» 


Juan E. Irausquin Boulevard 51 
Oranjestad, Aruba 


T + 297 582 7000 


EAGLE BEACH — Casa del Mar Beach Resort & Timeshare offers you paradise: an 
oceanfront location on the white sands of Eagle Beach, the amazing aquamarine 
Caribbean ocean, wonderfully luxurious oceanfront, or poolside timesharing suites 
with a world of amenities like a spa, restaurant, and a fitness center. You take a va¬ 
cation to unwind and now the resort offers you the best medicine: laughter. Aruba 
Ray’s Comedy Shows brings the best of the best comedians from the United States 
to you! Take this golden opportunity to see several of the best comedians in one 
night. "The line-up honestly is equal to the best comedy shows of New York,” says 
Ray Ellin, producer and host. 



Stress relief, from laughter? It is no joke. Laughter, it’s said, is the best medicine. And 
there’s lots of evidence that laughter does lots of good things for us. It reduces pain 
and allows us to tolerate discomfort. “It feels good to make others feel good.” Ellin 
is a kind of half- Aruban so to speak. Well, he lives here almost half the year, and his 
nickname is Aruba Ray. The American comedian, host and producer lives the other 
half of the year in New York. He produces a popular TV show for Comedy Central 
and here on One Happy Island, he creates, produces, and hosts a very successful 
nightly stand-up comedy show called Aruba Ray’s Comedy. 

“I really think I became the number 1 ambassador for Aruba in the States. When I 
am on different TV shows like on NBC and Fox, I always talk about Aruba. I love it, 
it's a part of my soul.” He wants people to know how much he loves the island, and 
does the best he can to promote it. He also brings the top comedy acts here that 
are followed by many people. He takes the comedians around to show them the 
Aruba outside the resort. Ray is happy here during the day, enjoying his Aruba, and 
during his shows in the evenings making people laugh. “It is a great feeling, a posi¬ 
tive affirmation. You know that you make other people feel good and that makes 
you feel good. There is just one big positive vibe in the room. Of course that feeds 
your ego. It’s great energy.” 




Unique Line-Up 

The comedians he brings here are not just any names. They are experienced, very 
talented performers, who have been on dozens of TV shows and movies. “This run 
of shows will include Chuck Nice who is on TV in the States four, five days a week 
among other on NBC's Today’s Show. We have Kathleen Dunbar from Las Vegas, 
she is excellent and I know people will love her. Robert Kelly has been on every 
major TV show like the Tonight Show with Jimmy Fallon and he performed at Boston 
Garden with 18.000 people. He is hugely popular. Jim Colliton is really great and we 
have John Fisch who was at the Letterman Show and Comedy Central. Tony V ap¬ 
peared in Seinfeld, Late Night with Conan, in the movies ‘The Town’ and ‘The Heat’ 
and ‘Daddy’s Home 2’. The amazing Christene Hurley is here and also Dan Natur- 
man, who was the finalist in America's Got Talent." Many have been here before 
says Ellin and they love it. This is a one time opportunity to enjoy the best quality, 
standup comedians in one night. “My name is all over this so it has to be great. I 
happen to have a good track record and I'd like to keep it that way.” He’s been 
doing this now for six and a half years. “This island is everything to me.” 


Casa del Mar would like to welcome 
you to their family of owners with suits 
available for sale or rental year round. 
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Plastic ban: the law has passed 



ORANJESTAD —The island’s government 
made a decision in 2017 to ban all single 
use plastic bags and has now extended it 
to include items as plastic cups and straws 
and Styrofoam boxes, such as disposable 
coolers. Also, sunscreens containing oxy- 


benzone is to be prohibited in Aruba. The 
ban is effective in 2019, with a one-year 
transition period to a total ban in 2020. The 
Plastic Ban Ordinance will go into effect 
as of July 1st 2020, together with the list of 
products that are prohibited. 



“ Malmok * Aruba 

LUXURY VILLAS 
& 

CONDOS 

SALES 


CONTACT US BY EMAIL: INFOfjDGOLDCOASTARUBA.COM 

CALL +29 7-586 2200 
TOLL FREE: 1-866-978-5770 
WWW.COLDCOASTARU6A COM 


The ordinance: 

The government of Aruba together with Entities of the pri¬ 
vate sector of Aruba 

Endorsement 

Considering: 

• The increased environmental challenges the world is 
facing as well as Aruba: 

• The UN 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG's), 
especially SDG's 12,13,14 and 15, focused on the im¬ 
portance of responsible consumption, safeguarding 
of oceans and terrestrials areas as well as climate ac¬ 
tion; 

• The importance of the protection of Aruba's coral 
reefs and marine life, greatly under pressure due to 
increased human activity; 

• The importance of sustainable business practices in 
order to safeguard Aruba's economy, environment 
and the well-being of its citizens; 

• The leadership role the private sector of Aruba has 
taken regarding the sector's contribution towards 
combating plastic pollution and the degradation of 
Aruba's natural resources; 

• The importance of cross-sector collaboration for solv¬ 
ing societal and environmental matters; 

• The government’s ambition to fortify and instill a sense 
of pride, love and ownership within all individuals that 
live or visit Aruba and to further evoke the realization 
that there is only one Aruba 

Decide: 

To endorse the law banning the use of singe use plastics 
and Oxybenzone (Landsverordening verbod op voor het 
milieu schadelijke producten) and to stimulate construc¬ 
tive and continuous dialogue as well as awareness re¬ 
garding sustainable business practices. 

GOA & Private Sector endorsement 
This endorsement does not, nor is it intended to, create 
any binding, legal obligations under domestic or interna¬ 
tional law Signed in Aruba on 27 November 2019. 

What type of products are prohibited? 

• Single use plastic bags with any type of handle; 

• Single use plastic bags in supermarkets to pack fruit 
and vegetables; 

• Single use plastic cutlery; 

• Single use plastic/styrofoam cups; Single use plastic 
stirrers; Single use plastic straws; 

• Single use plastic/styrofoam plates; 

• Single use plastic/styrofoam containers used for im¬ 
mediate consumption like fast food containers; 

• Suntan lotion/cream with Oxybenzone; 

• Biodegradable products not mentioned in the list of 
exempted products. 

What type of single use products exempt until further no¬ 
tice? 

• Single use plastic straw for medical use; 

• Single use plastic/styrofoam recipient for cold cuts 
and raw meats; 

• Saran wrap; Plastic lids (non plastic/styrofoam/biode¬ 
gradable) on allowed containers/cups; Plastic food 
packages used for prepackaging products by local 
food manufactures for whole sale, their products fall 
under the exemption in 'deel A & B - indicated as 
"drankverpakkingen, borden en zakjes en wikkels die 
voedingsmiddelen bevatten"; 

What is the scope of the prohibition? 

• Import of the prohibited products; 

• Manufacturing of the prohibited products; 

• Sale of the prohibited products; 

• To offer of the prohibited products; □ 
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Lola: hipster Mexican Spot & a Happy Surprise 



PALM BEACH — Mexican 
food is hotter than ever and 
Lola is a real-deal taqueria. 
In the hipster corner of the 
high rise strip where popu¬ 
lar sister bar Craft already 
proved to be it, Lola adds 
a colorful, tasty, happy fla¬ 
vor. The menu presents off- 
the-chart delicious tacos 
& more that gives you real 
bang for the buck. 

The trendy spot is full of col¬ 
ors and Mexican vibes that 
lift up your spirits and make 
you smile. Happy Lola will 
serve you authentic Mexi¬ 
can food including Tacos, 
Quesadillas, Elote, Queso 
Fundido, Guacamole, 
Ceviche and Mexican Co¬ 
conut Flan. There are also 
Vegan options and every 
Tuesday is Taco Tuesday, 
where you get every week 
another special with $ 1 ta¬ 
cos. Yes, this is for real! 

Check out the front page 
tomorrow for the special 
and make your reserva¬ 
tion as seats are limited. 
Don’t forget to pass by 
Craft next door, the cool¬ 
est bar around for your af¬ 
ter dinner drink and much 
moreO 

Lola opens 7 days a week 
between 5pm - 1am. 
Located on the strip in 
Palm Beach in front of 
Hilton. 

Reservations: 
www.lolataqueria.com, 
telephone +297 280 2888. 
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edition t-shirt with 

35 Base Slot Points 


Limit one per person 
while supplies last. 




Open dolly 10am to 4am | IE. trausquin Qlvd #47 
583.5000 | casinoalhambra.com 


CASINO AND SHOPS 
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YOUR PLACE IN THE SUN 

RESORT OWNERSHIP AT 
ARUBA FINEST TIM E5HARE RESORT 

Play a Linda Salas Office: Mon-Pri (8am-4pm] 
sal pSayalmda.com or call (+29?}-SBS-lOQO 
Toll free number: 1-888-281-4544 




Monday at 8:00pm 


Friday at B^oopm 


nos orguyo...iArtsbas pndi 


. DAILY 
HAPPENINGS 


Guttural Night 


Caribbean Night 


lime is always something happening for 
the entire family ot Posed Herenda. 
Enjoy our free weekly events 


Violin Night 


Aruba Has Talent 


Sunday at 0:UOpm 


wprinrutay at BiOOpm 


Aruba Has Talent 


Noche Latina 


Every night at 
7-Jdpm 6U0pm 9 30’pm 


Thursday at 0:00pm 


C4TCUS Nght 


bqurd Firw/ofk Show 


STORES OPENING HOURS 
Monday thru Saturday tOom fu JG/jm 
Sundays 5pm to 7 Opm 

Parking available in Pawa Parking fiafagc at 
AS, 1,75/$■ 1.00 per hour 


Pasen HerpnfM Shopping tenter 
J.E. Irausqum Bivd3-fi2-A - Film Beach, Aruba 

H (a) You ffTO 

tttjasoohoroncia 


30 years Aruba for Mary 


EAGLE BEACH — Recently, 
Darline S. de Cuba had the 
great pleasure to honor a 
loyal and friendly visitor of 
Aruba as Goodwill Ambas¬ 
sador at their home away 
from home. 

The honored was Mary 
Payne, resident of Tuc¬ 
son Arizona honored as 30 
years consecutive. 

The symbolic honorary title 
is presented on behalf of 
the Minister of Tourism, as 
a token of appreciation to 
the guests who visit Aruba 
between 10-20-35 and 


more consecutive years. 

De Cuba thanked them 
for choosing Aruba as their 
vacation destination and 
as their home away from 
home for so many years 
together with the members 
of la Quinta. Top reason for 
returning provided by the 
honorees were 

The warm inviting sun 
The gracious treatment 
from everyone 
The absolute feeling of 
safety everywhere/any¬ 
time 

The unending selection of 
Restaurants^ 


Perfect weather 



EAGLE BEACH — Charles and Christine Frank were re¬ 
cently honored as Goodwill Ambassadors due to their 
20th consecutive visit to Aruba. 


Marouska Heyliger representing the Aruba Tourism Au¬ 
thority conducted the ceremony which was held at the 
La Cabana resort. The couple loves coming back to Aru¬ 
ba for the friendly people, perfect weather and beautiful 
beaches. □ 
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Aruban born and bred Steve Francees has a passion for photography. Being a local photographer he knows the hidden 
gems of this island and captures them in an amazing way. As a Family and Landscape photographer Steve is ready to create 
your next ‘vacation memories’, morning and/or sunset shots. T: (297) 738-0777, M: stevefrancees@hotmail.com, 
www.instagram.com/stevefrancees and www.stevefrancees.com 



Early morning at Rodgers Beach 


I will tell you a secret 



I do have much respect for fishermen. Can you imagine yourself leaving your house early 
in the morning around 4am and get your little wooden boat ready then heading northwest 
of the island with faith that you will catch any fish? Just the thought about this courageous 
lifestyle fascinates me. Early morning at Rodgers Beach is just the best and the colors are 
very soft and the combination with a smooth morning breeze is just the best therapy you can 
have. 



o 

TODAY'S CLICK 








\ 


There are not many places where you can see real Pelican nests and 
where they hang out together but if you’re snorkeling from Boca Cata¬ 
lina to Arashi you will see like 50 pelicans in their habitat. Pelicans are 
very elegant and outgoing birds and super nice to take picture from. 
You will enjoy this snorkeling trip and at Arashi it is just wonderful too. 
Don’t go close to the rocks when you are close to the pelicans be¬ 
cause the water can drag you into the rocks, so be careful. 


Boca keto 


Casibari rock formation 



There are many places where you can’t access by car but only by walking or horseback 
riding and this beach is one of them. The location is west of the natural pool so when you’re 
getting close to reach the natural pool you can see this beauty at you right hand. Your view 
will not be the same because I took this photo on an early walk I did from Andicuri Beach to 
the natural pool. It was around 9 or something that I saw this horseback tour coming so I ran 
to the top of the hill for this shot and made it just in time. 



This is an amazing spot to have a good view at Hooiberg and Casibari 
rock formation is a must visit. Since my car accident from five weeks 
ago it’s impossible for me to climb so hope to recover soon from my 
back pains to be in nature again and do what I love. 
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Dallas Mavericks' Luka 
Doncic, center, shoots 
over Los Angeles Lakers' 
JaVale McGee, left, and 
Danny Green, right, during 
the second half of an NBA 
basketball game Sunday, 
Dec. 1, 2019, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 

Luka gets 
27, Mavs 
snap lakers' 
10-game 
win streak 
114-100 

By GREG BEACHAM 
AP Sports Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Luka 
Doncic dribbled up to 
LeBron James, stepped 
back and coolly drained a 
3-pointer from well behind 
the line. The Dallas Mav¬ 
ericks' driving force then 
threw a telling stare toward 
Dirk Nowitzki at courtside 
before he headed off to 
wrap up a major win.When 
the Mavs visited Staples 
Center a year ago, Don¬ 
cic was nervous before he 
faced his boyhood idol, 
and he sought an auto¬ 
graphed jersey afterward. 
Although the Slovenian 
youngster still admires 
the veteran star, Doncic 
is showing he belongs in 
the same galaxy. Doncic 
scored 21 of his 27 points 
in a dynamic second 
half, and the Mavericks 
snapped the Los Angeles 
Lakers' 10-game winning 
streak with a 114-100 vic¬ 
tory Sunday. 



Pittsburgh Steelers running jjBrock Benny Snell (24) leaps in 
celebration with injured runnrngrback James Conner (30) after 


he scored against the Cleveland Browns during the second half 
'of an NFL football game, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2019, in Pittsburgh. 

Associated Press 


Continued on Page 21 
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Mikko Koivu scores shootout winner. Wild beat Stars 3-2 



Minnesota Wild's Mikko Koivu hugs goalie Alex Stalock after 
Stalock blocked a shot in a shootout to win an NHL hockey 
game against the Dallas Stars, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2019, in St. Paul, 
Minn. 


By PATRICK DONNELLY 
Associated Press 
ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — Mik¬ 
ko Koivu capped a mile¬ 
stone game with the shoot¬ 
out winner. 

Playing in his 1,000th ca¬ 
reer game, the Minnesota 
captain reached 700th ca¬ 
reer points with a second- 
period assist, then scored 
in the fourth round of the 
tiebreaker to help the Wild 
beat the Dallas Stars 3-2 on 
Sunday. 

Koivu, playing his 15th sea¬ 
son with the Wild, beat Ben 
Bishop with his trademark 
move, a backhand over 
the goalie's left shoulder. 
Then Alex Stalock, who 
made 26 saves, stuffed Co¬ 
rey Perry to seal the victory. 
"I just tried to pick a move 
that I'm comfortable with," 
said Koivu, who scored his 
42nd career shootout goal 
in 106 attempts. "It's always 
a challenge to go to the 
shootout against the goal¬ 
tending in this league. But 
yeah. It was a good feel¬ 
ing." 

Kevin Fiala had a goal and 
an assist and Zach Parise 
also scored for the Wild. 
Both also scored in the first 
three rounds of the shoot¬ 
out, but Joe Pavelski and 
Tyler Seguin countered for 
Dallas. That forced Wild 
coach Bruce Boudreau's 
hand when deciding on a 
fourth shooter. 

"I didn't know what I was 
doing, quite frankly," said 
Boudreau, whose team is 
6-0-3 in its last nine games. 
"Initially I wasn’t going to 
put (Koivu) in because 
he hadn't scored in the 
shootout in like two years. 
But I figured he was rested 
because he didn't play in 
overtime, and it was his day 
... all the stars were shining 
in the right direction, so go 
out there and win it." 

Blake Comeau and John 
Klingberg scored for Dal¬ 
las and Bishop stopped 27 
shots. The Stars have lost 
three in a row after a 14-1- 
1 run. 

After averaging 3.9 goals 
per game in their hot 
stretch, the Stars have 
managed just three goals 
in their three-game losing 
streak. But Dallas coach 
Jim Montgomery isn't hit¬ 
ting the panic button just 
yet. 


"I think we have too many 
good hockey players," 
Montgomery said. "I know 
a lot of people's numbers 
aren't where we'd like them 
to be, but if we play like 
that I'm pretty sure we're 


Associated Press 

going to score four goals 
on most nights." 

Dallas took a 2-1 lead with 
5:51 to play when Comeau 
finally beat Stalock after a 
flurry of prime scoring op¬ 
portunities. 


Parise tied it back up on 
the power play with 2:30 
to go when he whacked a 
rebound out of the air and 
sent it over Bishop's shoul¬ 
der. 

It was Parise's eighth goal 
in his last nine games and 
12th of the season. 

"I saw the puck go up, and 
in your mind you're waiting 
it seems like for a long time," 
Parise said. "You're just wait¬ 
ing for it to get below the 
crossbar, waiting and wait¬ 
ing. And I hit it square." 

That led to overtime, where 
the Wild have struggled. 
They've lost all four of their 
games decided in over¬ 
time this season, including 
two in a row last week. But 
Minnesota outshot Dal¬ 
las 3-1 and controlled the 
puck for much of the extra 
session. 

"At this point, maybe get¬ 


ting through overtime is a 
win for us," Parise said. 

The win moved the Wild to 
within five points of fourth- 
place Dallas in the Central 
Division, which many con¬ 
sider to be the deepest in 
the league. 

"We're disappointed we 
didn't take two points, but 
to come in here and get 
one, it's something to build 
off," Comeau said. 

NOTES: Boudreau said G 
Devan Dubnyk, who has 
been out since Nov. 16 as 
his wife deals with health is¬ 
sues, would not accompa¬ 
ny the Wild on their three- 
game road trip this week. 
... Fiala extended his points 
streak to four games and 
has six goals and six assists 
in his last 13 games.... 

The Stars had won five 
straight and seven of nine 
against the Wild.Q 
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Duck’s Dynasty? Backup Hodges leads Steelers by Browns 20-13 


By WILL GRAVES 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — No 

fighting. No helmet swing¬ 
ing. Barely any trash talk¬ 
ing. Just football. 

And one very loud state¬ 
ment from the banged-up 
Pittsburgh Steelers written 
not on a T-shirt but all over 
the Heinz Field turf: The 
faces may change when 
Cleveland visits Pittsburgh. 
The result does not. 
Undrafted rookie free 
agent Devlin “Duck” Hodg¬ 
es threw for 212 yards with 
a touchdown and an in¬ 
terception, fellow rookie 
Benny Snell ran for 63 yards 
and a score and the large¬ 
ly anonymous Steelers (7- 
5) surged past the Browns 
20-13 on Sunday. The hosts 
exacted a measure of re¬ 
venge for its ugly, brawl- 
marred defeat in Cleve¬ 


Pittsburgh Steelers wide receiver James Washington (13) celebrates with tight end Vance 
McDonald (89) after making a touchdown catch from Steelers quarterback Devlin Hodges (6) 
during the first half of an NFL football game against the Cleveland Browns, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2019, 
in Pittsburgh. 

Associated Press 



land two weeks ago by 
keeping the Browns (5-7) 
winless in Pittsburgh for 16 
years and counting. 

“It’s been a weird year," 


Steelers guard David De- 
Castro said. 

Yet the Steelers remain in 


the middle of the playoff 
chase after rallying from 10 
points down thanks in large 
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part to Hodges, a champi¬ 
on duck caller in his down 
time now 2-0 as starter. 
Bumped to the top of the 
depth chart last week in 
place of struggling Mason 
Rudolph, Hodges com¬ 
pleted 14 of 21 passes and 
hardly played like a guy 
cut at the end of training 
camp. 

“I’ve always believed in 
myself," Hodges said. “I 
know I have people in my 
corner who believed in me. 
Even the guys on the team, 
when I was let go, I had a 
bunch of them text me and 
say, ‘Hey, this isn’t over for 
you.’” 

It might be for the Browns 
(5-7), who saw their three- 
game winning streak come 
to a crashing halt. They 
were outplayed over the 
final three quarters by a 
Steelers team riddled with 
injury and inexperience at 
the offensive skill positions. 
Cleveland likely now needs 
to win out and get some 
help to reach the playoffs. 
“No one is coming to save 
us,” Cleveland defensive 
tackle Sheldon Richardson 
said. “It's too late in the 
season for that. We're all 
we got." 

The Browns had their 
chances. Cleveland took 
an early 10-0 lead but sput¬ 
tered the rest of the way. 
Baker Mayfield complet¬ 
ed 18 of 32 passes for 196 
yards with a touchdown 


and an interception, and 
played the second half 
with his right (throwing) 
hand in a protective glove 
after smacking it against 
the face mask of Pittsburgh 
linebacker Bud Dupree. 
Mayfield declined to 
blame the injury, which 
the Browns described as 
a bruise, as a reason be¬ 
hind his so-so second half. 
Mayfield went 8 of 15 for 
98 yards after getting hurt, 
his final throw a wayward 
toss in the direction of Jar¬ 
vis Landry that Steelers cor- 
nerback and former Brown 
Joe Haden picked off 
with 1:06 remaining. Nick 
Chubb ran for 58 yards and 
Kareem Hunt added 65 to¬ 
tal yards and a touchdown 
reception. But Cleveland 
failed to pull even with the 
Steelers in the AFC North 
and sweep the season se¬ 
ries from its rival for the first 
time in 31 years. 

“PITTSBURGH STARTED IT” ... 
AND FINISHED IT 
The teams' first meeting 
on Nov. 14 ended with an 
ugly altercation between 
Cleveland defensive end 
Myles Garrett and Rudolph 
that ended with Garrett hit¬ 
ting Rudolph in the head 
with Rudolph’s helmet. The 
ensuing fallout — which 
included Garrett being 
suspended indefinitely; Ru¬ 
dolph fending off Garrett's 
allegation that he used a 
racial slur shortly before 
things got out of hand; 
suspensions for Browns de¬ 
fensive end Larry Ogunjobi 
and Steelers center Maur- 
kice Pouncey — reignited 
a rivalry that's been domi¬ 
nated by the Steelers since 
Cleveland returned to the 
NFL a generation ago. 

Just in case it needed a 
little more stoking. Browns 
coach Freddie Kitchens 
was spotted wearing a 
“Pittsburgh started it” T-shirt 
on Friday night. Several 
Steelers responded with 
some inauspicious ward¬ 
robe choices while walking 
into work on Sunday. 

“I think it was pretty stu¬ 
pid,” DeCastro said. “It’s a 
lot of bulletin board mate¬ 
rial. I don't know why you 
do that as a coach. I just 
don’t get that. Of course 
it’s going to motivate us. 
What are you thinking? It's 
just not smart.”□ 










Fournier scores 32, leads 
Magic over Warriors 100-96 


By BILL FAY 
Associated Press 
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — Evan 
Fournier tied his career high 
with 32 points and Terrence 
Ross added 19 points off 
the bench as the Orlando 
Magic beat the Golden 
State Warriors 100-96 on 
Sunday night. 

Jonathan Isaac had 14 
points and 11 rebounds, 
and Markelle Fultz added 
14 points and nine assists for 
the Magic. 

Glenn Robinson III led Gold¬ 
en State with 19 points. Eric 
Paschall scored 17 points 
and Alec Burks 15 for the 
Warriors, who had all five 
starters score in double 
figures, yet lost for the fifth 
time in six games. 

Golden State was down six 
going into the final minute 
and trimmed the deficit 
to 96-95 on a 3-pointer by 
Burks with 33 seconds to 
play. 

The Magic called on Fourni¬ 
er, and he drove around 
Draymond Green and 
through the heart of the 
Warriors defense to make a 


layup that gave Orlando a 
98-95 lead with 9.7 seconds 
left. 

Burks hit one free throw to 
make it a one-possession 
game and had one more 
attempt to push the game 
to overtime but missed a 
3-point try from the corner 
in the final second. 

Aaron Gordon's two free 
throws pushed the final 
margin to five. 

The fourth quarter was 
back-and-forth, with nei¬ 
ther side able to get more 
than a 3-point lead until 
Ross drained a 3-pointer 
from the wing to make it 
93-89 with 1:23 left in the 
game. Orlando increased 
its lead to six when Khem 
Burch made two free 
throws, but Golden State 
wasn't done. 

The Warriors made three of 
four free throws and Burks 
drilled a 3-pointer to make 
it 96-95 with 33 seconds left. 
The teams played evenly 
through the first 46 minutes. 
Orlando led by 12 early, 
and the game was tied at 
halftime. Neither team led 


by more than seven in the 
second half. Fournier hit 
all three 3-point attempts 
in the third period to help 
Orlando take a 72-71 lead 
going into the final quarter. 
TIP INS: 

Warriors: Golden State 

scored only nine of its 51 
points from the perimeter 
in the first half. ... Golden 
State had won 11 of its last 
12 meetings with Orlando. 
... Rookie F Eric Paschall has 
scored in double figures 10 
straight games, averag¬ 
ing 18.6. ... Rookie Jordan 
Poole coming off a career- 
best 20 points, went 0 for 8 
from the field and scored 
only one point. 

Magic: F Al-Farouq Aminu 
is out indefinitely with a 
sore knee. ... F Wes Iwan- 
du needed five stitches to 
close a cut over his right 
eye at the end of the first 
quarter. He returned in the 
third quarter. ... The Magic 
haven't shot 50 percent or 
better in a game this sea¬ 
son. 

UP NEXT 

Warriors: Continue five- 
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Orlando Magic guard Evan Fournier (10) takes the ball to the 
hoop on Golden State Warriors guard Ky Bowman (12) during 
the first half of an NBA basketball game, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2019, 
in Orlando, Fla. 

Associated Press 


game trip at Atlanta on 
Monday. 

Magic: Orlando takes a 1-7 


road record to face the 
Wizards in Washington on 
TuesdayO 


Luka gets 27, Mavs snap Lakers' 10-game win streak 114-100 



Los Angeles Lakers' LeBron James (23) recovers a loose ball 
under Dallas Mavericks' Luka Doncic (77) during the first half of 
an NBA basketball game Sunday, Dec. 1,2019, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Page 18 

Doncic also had 10 assists 
and nine rebounds in Dal¬ 
las' seventh victory in eight 
games. The Mavs erased 
a halftime deficit with a 
28-5 run in an excellent 
third quarter led by Don¬ 
cic, who had 16 points 
and five assists in the third 
after going 2 for 9 in a self- 
described "awful" first half. 
"It's a great win that means 
a lot to us," Doncic said. "It 
shows that we can play 
against big teams, too. We 
just need to keep it rolling." 
The Mavs comfortably 
maintained their big lead 
in the fourth, and Don¬ 
cic provided some late 
showmanship by hitting 
that fourth 3-pointer over 
James and staring toward 
Nowitzki, who had center 
court seats. 

"He hit a couple of hella- 
cious shots," Dallas coach 
Rick Carlisle said. "There's 
just a small handful of 
guys in the whole world 
that can hit them. LeBron 


James is one of them. He's 
one of them. Those step- 
back 30-footers, it's hard 
to describe how difficult 
the shot is, and how easy 
he makes it look." 

Delon Wright had 17 points 
and nine assists, and Kri- 
staps Porzingis added 15 
points as Dallas underlined 
its status as a likely title 
contender with an inspired 
second half on the road 


against the NBA-leading 
Lakers, who had lost only 
once in 18 games since 
their season opener. 

"It means that we had a 
good day and did a lot of 
good things, but we need 
to stay humble," Carlisle 
said. "Every time we have 
a game like this, people 
are more than ever throw¬ 
ing their best game at us. 
There's a certain responsi¬ 


bility you have when you 
get on a roll like this. We 
need to understand it and 
keep our eye on the ball." 
James had 25 points, nine 
rebounds and eight as¬ 
sists for the Lakers, who 
dropped to 17-3 by losing 
this matchup between 
two of the NBA's highest- 
scoring teams. The Lak¬ 
ers' longest winning streak 
in 10 years ended with 
their largest defeat of the 
young season. 

"It's one game," said An¬ 
thony Davis, who had 27 
points and 10 rebounds. 
"We're not going to get 
down over this loss. We 
know what type of team 
we are, we know now. 
We played well. And they 
beat us, but we beat our¬ 
selves with the rebound¬ 
ing, so we know what 
we've got to do better." 
Los Angeles had won six 
straight over Dallas, but 
neither team much resem¬ 
bles the rosters that played 
the last few seasons in 
these jerseys. After a year 


of impressive moves by 
both franchises, the Mavs 
and Lakers are positioned 
to be back among the 
NBA's best. 

Exactly one month after 
the Lakers earned an over¬ 
time victory in Dallas, the 
Mavs responded with an 
impressive all-around ef¬ 
fort at Staples Center. The 
Lakers had their worst day 
of the young season — or 
at least their worst quar¬ 
ter while Dallas outscored 
them 35-17. 

"They scored a few buck¬ 
ets, and we had a couple 
calls that went against us," 
said Lakers coach Frank 
Vogel, who got a technical 
foul along with Kentavious 
Caldwell-Pope for arguing 
in the third. "I think our guys 
got consumed with that a 
little bit. But we didn't really 
have an offensive pop the 
whole quarter, coming out 
of halftime. We've been 
really sharp and really 
consistent, but during that 
stretch we weren't, and it 
cost us the game.'Q 
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Austria's Matthias Mayer reacts in the finish area following his 
run in the men's World Cup super-G ski race at Lake Louise, 
Alberta, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2019. 



Emily Sweeney, of the United States, celebrates her second-place finish after completing her 
second run of a women's World Cup luge event in Lake Placid, N.Y., on Saturday, Nov. 30, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Germans win 6 medals, USA 5 


Associated Press 

Olympic champion 
Mayer edges Paris for 


at Lake Placid luge World Cup 


World Cup super-G win 


LAKE PLACID, N.Y. (AP) 

— Tucker West and Em¬ 
ily Sweeney both capped 
double-medal weekends 
for USA Luge on Sunday, 
the final day of the World 
Cup stop on the Ameri¬ 
cans' home track at Mount 
Van Hoevenberg. 

West won silver medals on 
Sunday in both the men's 
race and men's sprint. 
Sweeney added a bronze 
in the women's sprint on 
Sunday to her women's 
silver from Saturday, and 
Summer Britcher won a sil¬ 
ver in the women's sprint for 
the U.S. 

It was a long-awaited 
bounce-back day for West, 
who won only one medal 

— other than in team relay 
events — in the past two 
World Cup seasons. 

"Today we had track re¬ 
cord ice," West said. "It was 


bullet-proof hard. You real¬ 
ly had to lay it all out, but it 
seemed to work out. It feels 
great to be back. It's been 
a little bit of a hiatus with 
speed, so it’s encouraging 
to see the speed again." 
Julia Taubitz led the Ger¬ 
mans with two golds — win¬ 
ning the women's sprint on 
Sunday, after prevailing in 
the women's regular race 
Saturday. Taubitz was the 
lone non-American in the 
top four of the women's 
sprint, with Britcher second, 
Sweeney third and Ashley 
Farquharson fourth with 
by far her best World Cup 
finish. Russia's Roman Re- 
pilov won the men's sprint, 
his fourth career gold at 
Mount Van Hoevenberg, 
while Lativan brothers An¬ 
dris Sics and Juris Sics won 
the doubles sprint gold ear¬ 
lier Sunday. 


That was Latvia's first gold 
on this track at Mount Van 
Hoevenberg, which has 
hosted a total of 60 dif¬ 
ferent international luge 
events. Also Sunday, Aus¬ 
tria's Jonas Mueller won his 
second consecutive World 
Cup men's luge race of the 
season, narrowly holding 
off West for the gold. Muel¬ 
ler went on later in the day 
to win bronze in the men's 
sprint, edging Olympic sil¬ 
ver medalist Chris Mazdzer 
of the U.S. for the final med¬ 
al spot in that event. 

Italy's Dominik Fischnal- 
ler won the men's bronze. 
West was the leader after 
one run of that race, setting 
a track record. But Mueller 
rallied in the second heat, 
thwarting West's bid for 
what would have been his 
fourth career World Cup 
goldO 


LAKE LOUISE, Alberta (AP) 

— Olympic champion Mat¬ 
thias Mayer ended Dominik 
Paris' victory streak to win 
the first World Cup super- 
G of the Alpine ski season 
on Sunday. Mayer raced 
down the sun-bathed Ca¬ 
nadian course 0.40 sec¬ 
onds faster than Paris, who 
won the previous three su- 
per-G races last season, in¬ 
cluding taking gold at the 
world championships. 

For the second time in the 
weekend, Italy's Paris was 
knocked out of the leader's 
box into the runner-up spot 
and there was another tie 
for third place. 

Vincent Kriechmayr of Aus¬ 
tria and Mauro Caviezel 
of Switzerland clocked the 
same time, trailing the win¬ 
ner by 0.49. 

Mayer's sixth career World 
Cup win was his first in 


super-G for almost three 
years, though the Austri¬ 
an later took gold at the 
2018 Pyeongchang Winter 
Games. 

"A win in the first race of 
the season is very impor¬ 
tant. Couldn't be better for 
me," said Mayer, who holds 
an early lead in the overall 
World Cup standings after 
four events. 

Thomas Dressen followed 
his downhill win over Paris 
with a 10th place Sunday 
to complete his first race 
meeting after a one-year 
injury absence. 

The circuit now moves to 
Beaver Creek, Colorado, 
where Dressen crashed last 
year in downhill, sustaining 
a serious right knee injury. 
Travis Ganong was the 
highest-ranked American 
on Sunday in 12th place, 
trailing Mayer by 1.37.Q 


Larrazabal birdies last to clinch victory at Alfred Dunhill 


MALELANE, South Africa 
(AP) — Pablo Larrazabal 
won the European Tour's 
season-opening Alfred 
Dunhill Championship on 
Sunday after losing a three- 
shot overnight lead and 
then making three birdies 
on his last four holes for a 
dramatic one-stroke vic¬ 
tory. 

Larrazabal birdied the par- 
5 No. 18 as the Spaniard 
finished 8 under overall and 


just ahead of Sweden's Joel 
Sjoholm. Larrazabal said he 
struggled with blisters on his 
feet throughout the final 
round, when he fell three 
shots behind at one point. 
He made a litany of errors 
and closed with a 75 after 
six bogeys and a double 
bogey, but his rousing fina¬ 
le still enabled him to clinch 
a fifth European Tour title 
and first in four years. 

"I woke up this morning and 


I didn't think I was going 
to play," said Larrazabal. "I 
couldn't put my shoe on, I 
couldn't walk to the buggy. 
I really struggled on the 
back nine. I have a big 
blister on my right toe and 
I said to myself 'If Tiger can 
win a U.S. Open with a bro¬ 
ken leg...' and I just fought 
hard." 

The 36-year-old Larrazabal's 
victory at Leopard Creek 
Country Club came at the 


event where he started 
his professional career 12 
years ago. 

Sjoholm's final-round 69 al¬ 
most saw him through to his 
first European Tour victory. 
Chari Schwartzel (70) fin¬ 
ished tied for third at 6 un¬ 
der on his return to tour¬ 
nament action for the first 
time in eight months be¬ 
cause of a wrist injury. Bran- 
den Grace (73) and Wil 
Besseling (74) were also in 


that tie for third. Besseling 
led or held a share of the 
lead through much of the 
final round but he made 
bogey on the last after his 
approach flew too far and 
landed among some rocks 
behind the green. 

That opened the way for 
Larrazabal to win it on the 
last. He laid up with his sec¬ 
ond and then fired his third 
shot in close to tap in for 
birdie and the win. □ 
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Hamilton seals easy 11th victory of FI championship season 



Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain, center, celebrates on the podium with second placed Red Bull driver Max Verstappen 
of the Netherland's, left, and third placed Ferrari driver Charles Leclerc of Monaco after the Emirates Formula One Grand Prix at the 
Yas Marina racetrack in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, Sunday, Dec.l, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By JEROME PUGMIRE 
AP Sports Writer 
ABU DHABI, United Arab 
Emirates (AP) — World 
champion Lewis Hamilton's 
11th victory of another 
dominant season proved 
so easy that the driver who 
finished way back in sec¬ 
ond place at the Abu Dha¬ 
bi Grand Prix joked that he 
should have eased up a bit. 
Hamilton's 84th career win 
saw him finishing around 17 
seconds clear of Max Ver¬ 
stappen. The Red Bull driver 
had started from second 
place behind Hamilton. 

"I wasn't expecting to have 
the pace advantage to 
that extent," Hamilton said. 
After Hamilton pulled clear 
from pole, he was five sec¬ 
onds ahead wifhin 10 laps 
and Versfappen never got 
remotely close to catching 
his Mercedes in a season- 
finale resembling more of a 
coronation procession for 
the six-time Formula One 
champion. 

"I do wish we had some 
battles," Hamilton said to 
Verstappen, sitting along¬ 
side him in the post-race 
news conference. 

"You could have slowed 
down," Versfappen joked, 
offer his ninfh podium of 
the season saw him con¬ 
solidate third place in the 
standings behind the Mer¬ 
cedes pair of Valtferi Boffas 
and Hamilfon. 

Although Verstappen had 
reliability issues approach¬ 
ing the midway point of fhe 
55-lap race, fhe 22-year- 
old Dutchman conceded 
it had little impact on who 
won. 

"We drove around the 
problem," he said. "But it 
wouldn't have made any 
difference foday (in terms) 
of winning the race." 
Hamilton is now just seven 
wins behind seven-time FI 
champion Michael Schum¬ 
acher's all-time record of 
91, and could realistically 
overtake the FI great next 
season. 

After clinching a record-ex- 
tending 88th career pole, 
Hamilton won on the Yas 
Marina circuit for the fifth 
time in his career— four 
with Mercedes and once 
when driving for McLaren 
in 2011. 

This was the opposite of 
the season-ending thriller 


in 2016, when former Mer¬ 
cedes driver Nico Rosberg 
beat Hamilton to the title in 
dramatic fashion. 

The fans watching as the 
sky darkened and the 
floodlights flickered on saw 
no overtaking, except for 
Verstappen's clean move 
on Charles Leclerc's Fer¬ 
rari on Lap 33. It was typi¬ 
cal Verstappen, already a 
young master at overtak¬ 
ing and arguably the best 
in FI. 

Leclerc finished third for a 
10th podium in a strong first 
season with Ferrari, which 
included an FI-leading 
seven poles — two more 
than Hamilton and Bottas 
— and two wins. 

However, Ferrari was sum¬ 
moned for a post-race in¬ 
vestigation because there 
was a difference between 
the amount of fuel in the car 
declared by the team and 
the amount inside the car. 
Ferrari was found to have 
inaccurately declared the 
amount and fined 50,000 
euros ($55,000), but no 
action was taken against 
Leclerc. 

Leclerc only just held off 
Bottas, who climbed 16 
places to fourth after start¬ 
ing last. 

Sebastian Vettel started 
fourth and finished fifth in 
a disappointing end to a 
season where the four-time 
FI champion won only 
once — in Singapore — out 


of 21 races. Hamilton fin¬ 
ished with 413 points with 
Bottas on 326, followed by 
Verstappen (278), Leclerc 
(264) and Vettel (240). 

After Hamilton's clean get¬ 
away, Verstappen was 
overtaken by Leclerc and 
just held off Vettel on the 
first lap, which saw Pierre 
Gasly's Toro Rosso sand¬ 
wiched between both Rac¬ 
ing Point cars and forced 
to pit for a new front wing. 
Ferrari pitted both drivers 
for new tires on the 13th 
lap, but while Leclerc's tire 
switch was relatively good, 
Vettel's took several sec¬ 
onds too long because the 
mechanics struggled to fit 
his front left tire on. 

It was the latest basic mis¬ 
take from Ferrari in yet an¬ 
other season marred by 
errors following similar blun¬ 
ders in the past two sea¬ 
sons. 

Ferrari replaced Maurizio 
Arrivabene with Mattia Bi- 
notto as team principal, 
but Binotto has not man¬ 
aged to stem the flow of 
mistakes. 

Leclerc finished fourth in 
fhe standings and Vettel 
was a lowly fifth. 

"We didn't have the year 
we were hoping for, full 
stop. The reasons are clear, 
the lessons are clear and 
it’s up to us to take them 
on board," said Vettel. "As 
a team we must perform 
stronger, and as an individ¬ 


ual I can do better." 
Although dull, Sunday's 
race underlined the superi¬ 
ority shown by Hamilton for 
much of the year. 

When he pitted about half¬ 
way through the race, such 
was his comfort zone that 
he still came out six sec¬ 
onds clear of Leclerc, while 


PARIS (AP) — Julian Ala- 
philippe capped a suc¬ 
cessful season during 
which he wore the Tour de 
France's yellow jersey for 14 
days by winning the Velo 
d'Or award as the best rid¬ 
er of 2019 on Sunday. 
Alaphilippe, who rides for 
the Belgian Deceuninck- 
Quick-Step team, became 
the first Frenchman to re¬ 
ceive the award since Lau¬ 
rent Jalabert back in 1995. 
The 27-year-old Alaphilippe 
amassed 12 victories in 
2019, including prestigious 
trophies at the Milan-San 
Remo classic, the Strode Bl¬ 
anche and the Fleche Wal- 
lonne. 

"I am very happy with the 
incredible season I've had 
and to receive the Velo 
d'Or is a beautiful way to 
conclude this amazing 
year," Alaphilippe said. "It's 
a great honor. It was an 
unforgettable campaign. 


an anxious Verstappen 
complained about engine, 
braking and throttle issues. 
Still, the audacious Dutch¬ 
man found some extra 
speed to overtake Leclerc 
and assuredly held the 
Monegasque driver off as 
he tried to overtake him 
back down the right.Q 


with many beautiful mo¬ 
ments." 

Alaphilippe played a key 
role in one of the most excit¬ 
ing Tour de France editions 
in decades this summer, 
challenging race favorites 
with flair and panache. 
He won two stages before 
eventually cracking during 
the final week of racing but 
his showmanship and un¬ 
predictable style gained 
him many admirers. 

"I want to perform well at 
the start of the next season, 
then June and July will be 
big," Alaphilippe said about 
his goals in 2020. Next year's 
Tour starts on June 27 from 
the city of Nice. 

The Velo d'Or awards are 
decided by an internation¬ 
al panel of cycling journal¬ 
ists. Alaphilippe was voted 
ahead of Tour de France 
winner Egan Bernal and Pri- 
moz Roglic, who won the 
Spanish Vuelta this year.Q 


Frenchman Alaphilippe 
wins Velo d'Or award 
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Fukushima melted fuel removal begins 2021, end state unknown 



This April 23, 2019, photo, the Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear power plant in northeastern Japan, 
where decommissioning work is under way. 

Associated Press 


By MARI YAMAGUCHI 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — Japan’s 
economy and industry min¬ 
istry proposed a revision 
Monday to its decades- 
long road map to clean up 
the radioactive mess at the 
Fukushima nuclear power 
plant, which was wrecked 
by a massive earthquake 
and tsunami in 2011. 

Nearly nine years after the 
accident, the decommis¬ 
sioning of the plant, where 
three reactors melted, re¬ 
mains largely an uncertain¬ 
ty. The revised road map, 
to be formally approved 
later this month, lacks de¬ 
tails on how the complex 
should look at the end but 
maintains a 30- to 40-year 
target to finish. 

A look at some of the chal¬ 
lenges in decommission¬ 
ing the Fukushima Dai-ichi 
plant: 

MELTED FUEL DEBRIS 

By far the toughest chal¬ 
lenge is to remove the 800 
tons of nuclear fuel in the 
three reactors that melt¬ 
ed, fell from the cores and 
hardened at the bottom of 
their primary containment 
vessels. 

In the past two years, plant 
operator Tokyo Electric 
Power Co., or TEPCO, has 
made progress in gather¬ 
ing details mainly from two 
of the three reactors. In 
February, a small telescop¬ 
ic robot sent inside Unit 2 


showed that small pieces 
of debris can come off and 
be lifted out. The milestone 
step of debris removal is 
scheduled to begin at Unit 

2 by the end of 2021. 

Earlier, assessment at Unit 

3 was hampered by high 
radiation and water levels 
in its primary containment 
vessel. A robotic survey at 
Unit 1 was unsuccessful due 
to extremely high radiation 
levels. 

Experts say a 30- to 40-year 
completion target for the 
decommissioning is too op¬ 
timistic. Some have raised 
doubts if removing all of 


the melted fuel is doable 
and suggest an approach 
like Chernobyl — contain 
the reactors and wait until 
radioactivity naturally de¬ 
creases. 

FUEL RODS 

Together, the three melted 
reactors have more than 
1,500 units of mostly used 
nuclear fuel rods still inside 
that must be kept cool 
in pools of water. They're 
among the highest risks 
at the plant because the 
pools are uncovered, and 
loss of water from structural 
damage or sloshing in the 


event of another major 
earthquake could cause 
fuel rods inside to melt and 
release massive radiation. 
TEPCO started removing 
the fuel rods from the Unit 3 
pool in April 2019 and aims 
to get all 566 removed by 
March 2021. 

Removal of the rods from 
Units 1 and 2 is to begin in 
2023. By 2031, TEPCO also 
plans to remove thousands 
at two other units that sur¬ 
vived the tsunami to be 
stored in dry casks on the 
compound. More than 
6,300 fuel rods were in six 
reactor cooling pools at 
the time of the accident, 
and only the Unit 4 pool has 
been emptied. 

CONTAMINATED WATER 

The government and TEP¬ 
CO have been unable to 
get rid of the more than 
1 million tons of radioac¬ 
tive water that has been 
treated and stored, fear¬ 
ing public repercussions. 
The utility has managed to 
cut the volume of water by 
pumping up groundwater 
upstream and installing a 
costly underground "ice 
wall" around the reactor 
buildings to keep the water 
from running into the area. 
TEPCO says it has space to 
store only up to 1.37 mil¬ 
lion tons until the summer 
of 2022, raising specula¬ 
tion that the water may be 
released after the Tokyo 
Olympics next year. TEPCO 


and experts say the tanks 
get in the way of decom¬ 
missioning work and they 
need to free up the space 
to build storage for debris 
removed and other radio¬ 
active materials. The tanks 
also pose risks if they were 
to spill out their contents in 
another major earthquake, 
tsunami or flood. 

Experts say the controlled 
release of the water into 
the ocean is the only re¬ 
alistic option, which takes 
decades. For years, a gov¬ 
ernment panel has been 
discussing methods amid 
opposition from fishermen 
and residents who fear a 
negative image and po¬ 
tential health impacts. 

RADIOACTIVE WASTE 

Japan has yet to develop 
a plan to dispose of the 
highly radioactive waste 
that will come out of the 
reactors. Under the road 
map, the government and 
TEPCO will compile a plan 
sometime after the first 
decade of debris removal 
ending in 2031. 

Managing the waste will 
require new technologies 
to compact it and reduce 
its toxicity. TEPCO and the 
government say they plan 
to build a temporary stor¬ 
age site for the waste and 
debris that are removed 
from the reactors. But find¬ 
ing a site and getting pub¬ 
lic consent to store the 
waste would be almost 
impossible, raising doubts 
that the cleanup can be 
finished within 40 years. 

WORKFORCE CONCERNS 

Securing a workforce for 
the decades-long project 
is a challenge, especially 
in a country with a rap¬ 
idly aging and declining 
population. TEPCO has 
announced plans to hire 
foreign workers for the de¬ 
commissioning under Ja¬ 
pan's new policy allowing 
more unskilled foreign la¬ 
bor, but it put it on hold fol¬ 
lowing government instruc¬ 
tions on careful planning 
to address concerns about 
language and safety. Uni¬ 
versities are also struggling 
to attract students in nucle¬ 
ar science, a formerly elite 
major that has become 
unpopular since the Fuku¬ 
shima accident. a 


Settlement reached in suit over video 
captioning at Harvard 


By COLLIN BINKLEY 
AP Education Writer 

BOSTON (AP) — Harvard University 
agreed to make its website and online 
courses friendlier to those who are deaf 
or hard of hearing as part of a settlement 
announced Wednesday in a federal law¬ 
suit. The suit, filed in 2015 by the National 
Association of the Deaf, alleged that 
many of Harvard's online videos, courses 
and podcasts did not include captions 
or were inaccurately transcribed. By of¬ 
fering the content to the public without 
captions, the suit alleged. Harvard was 
violating federal civil rights laws protect¬ 
ing those with disabilities. 

"As Harvard learned through this lawsuit, 
universities and colleges are on notice 
that all aspects of their campus includ¬ 
ing their websites must be accessible 
to everyone," Howard Rosenblum, CEO 


of the association, said in a statement. 
Harvard said it's pleased with the "ami¬ 
cable resolution." Expanding access to 
knowledge and making online learn¬ 
ing accessible is of "vital importance" 
to universities across the nation, the Ivy 
League school said in a statement. "Our 
websites provide a wealth of opportuni¬ 
ties for our community members to com¬ 
municate and to share ideas, and we 
want these websites to be available to 
everyone who wishes to access them," 
the university said. After failing to get the 
case dismissed. Harvard adopted a pol¬ 
icy in April promising to provide captions 
for new online videos and other educa¬ 
tional programs beginning Dec. 1. Under 
the settlement, it also must add captions 
for existing content dating to January 
2019 and must provide live captions for 
events that are streamed online. □ 
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In ride-hail boom, livery cabs feel squeezed and forgotten 



Aderlin Abreu, a dispatcher at Super Class Radio Dispatch, takes calls in the Bronx borough of 
New York, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By CLAUDIA TORRENS 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — As a liv¬ 
ery cab driver in the Bronx 
for more than a decade, 
Orlando Lantigua knows 
some of his customers well. 
If they don't have money to 
pay today, they can pay 
him later. He often gets dis¬ 
patched by his base sta¬ 
tion to pick up children and 
take them to school, with¬ 
out their parents in the car. 
"That's how much parents 
trust the base. We are part 
of the community," says 
Lantigua, a 58-year-old 
Dominican immigrant who 
lives in the Bronx. 

In the outer boroughs and 
low-income New York 
neighborhoods — where 
yellow cabs rarely go and 
public transportation is 
sometimes sparse — resi¬ 
dents who lack smart 
phones or credit cards 
have relied on livery cabs 
for generations. 

But the businesses, many 
times owned by Latino im¬ 
migrants, are dwindling 
rapidly: There were nearly 
22,000 livery cabs in New 
York in 2015, and there are 
approximately 9,600 now, 
according to the city's Taxi 
and Limousine Commission. 
More than 100 livery cab 
bases have closed their 
doors since 2015, when 
ride-hailing apps like Uber 
and Lyft began to provide 
a large number of trips, cut¬ 
ting into their business. This 
year alone, 46 have shut 
down. By law, livery cabs. 


which are also often used 
for airport trips, cannot 
be hailed in the street but 
are authorized to pick up 
paying passengers when 
booked by phone. 

"We are in a serious crisis," 
says Cira Angeles, spokes¬ 
woman for the Livery Base 
Owners Association. 
Lantigua says he earns 
less each year and spends 
more on complying with 
fees and rules. 

In 2018, the City Council 
agreed to cap the number 
of vehicle licenses for ride- 
hailing services to reduce 
traffic congestion and in¬ 
crease drivers' salary in 
the wake of the explosive 
growth of tor-hire vehicles. 


But that measure, aimed at 
giants like Uber, has inad¬ 
vertently pummeled livery 
cab companies, which are 
now asking to be exempt 
from the cap and be giv¬ 
en their own specialized 
license, claiming that the 
city needs to look at them 
individually instead of com¬ 
ing up with a one-size-fits-all 
solution that is putting them 
on the path to extinction. 
Because of the cap, they 
say, they can't replace 
drivers who retire or who 
can't renew their licenses 
due to pending tickets. Su¬ 
per Class Radio Dispatch, 
which Lantigua drives for, 
had more than 250 drivers 
about five years ago, ac¬ 


cording to Fidel Farrell, one 
of the base's owners. Now it 
has about 175. 

"Our communities are suf¬ 
fering, we are losing our 
livelihoods because of 
blanket approach poli¬ 
cies," said Angeles. Some 
residents in places like 
Washington Heights, a 
heavily Latino neighbor¬ 
hood in upper Manhattan, 
prefer to be transported by 
"the guy in the corner they 
have known for years," she 
said. 

Customers of livery cabs 
are also used to calling a 
number and speaking with 
a dispatcher — often a 
multilingual one. 

"For me, they are impor¬ 


tant," said Silvia Mat, a 
71-year-old Dominican im¬ 
migrant and Bronx resident 
while walking her dog re¬ 
cently. "It would be a sad 
thing to see them go and 
a sad thing to see drivers 
without jobs." 

Allan Fromberg, the Taxi 
and Limousine Commis¬ 
sion's deputy commissioner 
for public affairs, said dis¬ 
cussion of a new livery li¬ 
cense class "has only just 
begun". 

William Heinzen, TLC's act¬ 
ing commissioner, ac¬ 
knowledged recently dur¬ 
ing a hearing in City Hall 
that livery cabs are in a 
tight spot but explained 
that they are exempt from 
some of the new regula¬ 
tions that affect ride-hail¬ 
ing apps, like a cap on 
how long they can cruise 
without a fare in Manhat¬ 
tan's congested areas and 
requirements for collecting 
data on their rides. Heinzen 
said he supports the con¬ 
cept of a Livery Task Force, 
which would analyze the 
issue, and said the TLC has 
reduced many penalties 
for drivers. 

Ydanis Rodriguez, chair¬ 
man of the City Council's 
Transportation Committee 
and a former livery cab 
driver, is asking the city, 
among other things, to 
eliminate driver's debt as¬ 
sociated with penalties. 
"We have to treat this in¬ 
dustry with respect and 
dignity because it is key 
for the immigrants who live 
here," he said. a 


Merry Clickmas: Black Friday online sales hit record $7.4B 


NEW YORK (AP) —This year's 
Black Friday was the big¬ 
gest ever for online sales, as 
fewer people hit the stores 
and shoppers rang up $7.4 
billion in transactions from 
their phones, computers 
and tablets. 

That's just behind the $7.9 
billion haul of last year's Cy¬ 
ber Monday, which holds 
the one-day record for 
online sales, according to 
Adobe Analytics. Adobe 
measures sales at 80 of the 
top 100 U.S. online retailers. 
Adobe expects online sales 
to jump to another record 
this Cyber Monday with an 
estimated total of $9.4 bil¬ 
lion. Much of the shopping 



People carry shopping bags while crossing a street in San Fran¬ 
cisco, Friday, Nov. 29, 2019. 

Associated Press 

is happening on people's for 39% of all online sales 
phones, which accounted Friday and 61% of online 


traffic. Shoppers have 
been looking for "Frozen 2" 
toys in particular. Other top 
purchases included sports 
video games and Apple 
laptops. All the online shop¬ 
ping may have helped thin 
the crowd at malls on Black 
Friday. 

Traffic at stores fell 2.1% on 
Black Friday from a year 
ago, according to pre¬ 
liminary figures from Retail- 
Next. It tracks in-store ac¬ 
tivity at tens of thousands 
of locations, including spe¬ 
cialty apparel retailers, big- 
box stores and mall-based 
stores. The drop in traffic 
helped lead to a 1.6% dip 
in sales.Q 
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U.N. chief warns of 'point of 
no return' on climate change 


COP25 
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MADRID 2019 
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UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres arrives for a news con¬ 
ference at the COP25 summit in Madrid, Spain, Sunday, Dec. 1, 


Associated Press 


By ARITZ PARRA and FRANK 
JORDANS 
Associated Press 
MADRID (AP) — U.N. Sec¬ 
retary-General Antonio 
Guterres said Sunday that 
the world's efforts to stop 
climate change have 
been "utterly inadequate" 
so far and there is a danger 
global warming could pass 
the "point of no return." 
Speaking before the start 
Monday of a two-week 
international climate con¬ 
ference in Madrid, the U.N. 
chief said the impact of ris¬ 
ing temperatures — includ¬ 
ing more extreme weath¬ 
er — is already being felt 
around the world, with dra¬ 
matic consequences for 
humans and other species. 
He noted that the world 
has the scientific knowl¬ 
edge and the techni¬ 
cal means to limit global 
warming, but "what is lack¬ 
ing is political will." 

"The point of no return is no 
longer over the horizon," 
Guterres told reporters in 
the Spanish capital. "It is in 
sight and hurtling toward 
us." 

Delegates from almost 200 
countries will try to put the 
finishing touches on the 
rules governing the 2015 
Paris climate accord at the 
Dec. 2-13 meeting, includ¬ 
ing how to create function¬ 
ing international emissions 
trading systems and com¬ 
pensate poor countries 
for losses they suffer from 
rising sea levels and other 
consequences of climate 
change. 

Guterres cited mounting 
scientific evidence for the 
impact that man-made 
emissions of greenhouse 
gases are already having 
on the planet, including 
record temperatures and 
melting polar ice. 

Countries agreed in Paris 
four years ago to limit glob¬ 
al warming to well below 2 
degrees Celsius (3.6 Fahr¬ 
enheit), ideally 1.5C (2.7F) 
by the end of the century 
compared with pre-indus¬ 
trial times. Already, aver¬ 
age temperatures have 
increased by about 1C, 
leaving little room for the 
more ambitious target to 
be met. 


2019. 

Guterres said growing de¬ 
mands from citizens, partic¬ 
ularly young people, have 
shown there is widespread 
desire for climate action. 
"What is still lacking is politi¬ 
cal will," he said. 

"Political will to put a price 
on carbon. Political will 
to stop subsidies on fossil 
fuels. Political will to stop 
building coal power plants 
from 2020 onwards. Po¬ 
litical will to shift taxation 
from income to carbon. 
Taxing pollution instead of 
people." Guterres noted 
that some 70 countries — 
many of them among the 
most vulnerable to climate 
change — have pledged 
to stop emitting more 
greenhouse gases by 2050. 
"But we also see clearly that 
the world's largest emitters 
are not pulling their weight. 


And without them, our goal 
is unreachable," he said. 
The U.N. chief said he 
hoped the meeting in Ma¬ 
drid would see govern¬ 
ments make more ambi¬ 
tious pledges ahead of 
a deadline to do so next 
year. He also said that cre¬ 
ating a worldwide mar¬ 
ket for emissions, which is 
a key element of the sixth 
article of the Paris accord, 
remained one of the most 
contentious issues for nego¬ 
tiators. "We are here to find 
answers for article 6, not 
to find excuses," Guterres 
said. 

Guterres also announced 
that outgoing Bank of Eng¬ 
land governor Mark Carney 
will become his new spe¬ 
cial envoy on "climate ac¬ 
tion and climate finance" 
from next year.Q 
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Warming toll: 1 degree hotter, trillions of tons of ice gone 



In this Oct. 31, 2019, file photo, a firefighter battles the Maria Fire in Somis, Calif. 

Associated Press 


BY SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 

Since leaders first started 
talking about tackling 
the problem of climate 
change, the world has 
spewed more heat-trap- 
ping gases, gotten hotter 
and suffered hundreds of 
extreme weather disas¬ 
ters. Fires have burned, ice 
has melted and seas have 
grown. 

The first United Nations 
diplomatic conference to 
tackle climate change was 
in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. 
Here's what's happened to 
Earth since: 

— The carbon dioxide level 
in the air has jumped from 
about 358 parts per million 
to nearly 412, according to 
the U.S. National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Adminis¬ 
tration. That's a 15% rise in 
27 years. 

— Emissions of heat-trap- 
ping carbon dioxide from 
fossil fuel and industry 
jumped from 6.06 billion 
metric tons of carbon in 
1992 to 9.87 billion metric 
tons in 2017, according to 
the Global Carbon Project. 
That's a 63% increase in 25 
years. 


— The global average tem¬ 
perature rose a tad more 
than a degree Fahrenheit 
(0.57 degrees Celsius) in 27 
years, according to NOAA. 

— Since Jan. 1, 1993, there 
have been 212 weather di¬ 
sasters that cost the United 
States at least $1 billion 
each, when adjusted for 
inflation. 

In total, they cost $1.45 tril¬ 


lion and killed more than 
10,000 people. That's an 
average of 7.8 such disas¬ 
ters per year since 1993, 
compared with 3.2 per 
year from 1980 to 1992, ac¬ 
cording to NOAA. 

— The U.S. Climate Ex¬ 
tremes Index has nearly 
doubled from 1992 to 2018, 
according to NOAA. 

The index takes into ac¬ 


count far-from-normal tem¬ 
peratures, drought and 
overall dry spells, abnormal 
downpours. 

— Nine of the 10 costliest 
hurricanes to hit the United 
States when adjusted for 
inflation have struck since 
late 1992. 

The other one, Andrew at 
No. 6, hit in August 1992, 
according to NOAA. 


— The number of acres 
burned by wildfires in the 
United States has more 
than doubled from a five- 
year average of 3.3 million 
acres in 1992 to 7.6 million 
acres in 2018. 

— The annual average 
extent of Arctic sea ice 
has shrunk from 4.7 million 
square miles (12.1 million 
square kilometers) in 1992 
to 3.9 million square miles 
(10.1 million square kilome¬ 
ters) in 2019, according to 
the National Snow and Ice 
Data Center. 

That's a 17% decrease. 

— The Greenland ice sheet 
lost 5.2 trillion tons (4.7 tril¬ 
lion metric tons) of ice from 
1993 to 2018, according to 
a study in the Proceedings 
of the National Academy 
of Sciences. 

— The Antarctic ice sheet 
lost 3 trillion tons (2.7 trillion 
metric tons) of ice from 
1992 to 2017, according to 
a study in the journal Na¬ 
ture. 

— The global sea level has 
risen on average 2.9 mil¬ 
limeters a year since 1992. 
That's a total of 78.3 mil¬ 
limeters, or 3.1 inches, ac¬ 
cording to NOAA.Q 


Lobster catch headed for decline, not crash, scientists say 



In this Sept. 5, 2018 file photo, a lobster walks over the top of a 
lobster trap off the coast of Biddeford, Maine. 

Associated Press 



By PATRICK WHITTLE 
Associated Press 
PORTLAND, Maine (AP) — A 

pair of studies by Maine- 
based scientists suggest 
the U.S. lobster industry is 
headed for a period of de¬ 
cline, but likely not a crash. 
Lobster fishermen have 
brought in record hauls 
this decade, a period in 
which Maine catches that 
previously rarely topped 
70 million pounds (32 mil¬ 
lion kilograms) have rou¬ 
tinely soared above 120 
million pounds (54 million 
kilograms). The new studies, 
both published with Univer¬ 
sity of Maine scientists as 
lead authors, show a fishery 
in which warming waters 
off Maine have changed 
the dynamics of the lobster 
population. 

Noah Oppenheim, author 
of one of the studies, said 
his model projects the lob¬ 
ster catch in the Gulf of 
Maine "will return to previ¬ 
ous historical levels." That 
means tens of millions fewer 


pounds of lobster per year, 
but still enough lobsters to 
support a robust business 
and supply hungry seafood 
lovers. 

Oppenheim and col¬ 
leagues base their opinion 
on a finding that tempera¬ 
ture and the number of 
young lobsters populating 
shallow coastal areas allow 
scientists to predict what 
lobster catches will look 
like in four to six years. They 
published their study in the 
scientific journal Ecological 
Applications. 

Robert Bayer, former ex¬ 
ecutive director of the Lob¬ 
ster Institute and a scientist 
who was not involved in 
the study, said the find¬ 
ings square with trends he 
has observed in the lobster 
population. Maine's com¬ 
mitment to protecting the 
lobster population through 
conservative manage¬ 
ment has helped, Bayer 
said. 

"The sky isn't falling," Bayer 
said. "We're protecting the 


breeding stock." The other 
article states that recent 
high catches have been 
aided by an expanded 
area in the eastern Gulf 
of Maine that is especially 
suitable for baby lobsters to 
grow. The article, authored 
by UMaine graduate stu¬ 
dent Andrew Goode in the 
journal Global Change Bi¬ 
ology, states that the cool 
deep-water habitat might 
have protected the baby 
crustaceans from the neg¬ 
ative impacts of a warming 
ocean. 

Both studies rely on data 
from the American Lobster 
Settlement Index, which 
was founded by UMaine 
professor Richard Wahle to 
get an idea of where baby 
lobsters are growing. 
Wahle, a co-author on 
both studies, said they "un¬ 
derscore the importance 
of having a fine scale, lo¬ 
cal understanding of both 
oceanography and organ¬ 
ism biology" in the era of cli¬ 
mate changeO 
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After time in the wilderness, Louis CK is welcomed in Israel 



In this Thursday, Nov. 28, 2019 photo, Israelis walk past a billboard showing Comedian Louis C.K. 
in the Israeli city of Holon near Tel Aviv. 

Associated Press 


By JOSEPH KRAUSS 
Associated Press 
HOLON, Israel (AP) — Two 

years after being swept up 
in the #MeToo movement 
and acknowledging sex¬ 
ual misconduct with mul¬ 
tiple women, comedian 
Louis C.K. took to the stage 
at a nearly packed bas¬ 
ketball arena outside Tel 
Aviv, where the audience 
seemed ready to let it go. 
"How have your last couple 
of years been?" he asked 
near the start of the hour- 
long set Thursday night, 
before describing himself 
sitting in a restaurant, eat¬ 
ing alone, as someone at 
another table gives him the 
finger for the duration of 
the meal. 

Later in the set, he acknowl¬ 
edged his transgressions, 
saying that even though he 
had asked permission be¬ 
fore masturbating in front of 
women, it had been a mis¬ 
take. "If they say 'yes,' then 
still don't do it, because it's 
not popular." 

The 52-year-old come¬ 
dian's career imploded in 
November 2017 after he 
acknowledged complaints 
of harassment reported by 
the New York Times, most 
of which involved him mas¬ 
turbating in the presence 
of women he knew profes¬ 
sionally. Some of the wom¬ 
en said they feared their 
careers would suffer if they 
discussed the incidents, 
which took place more 
than a decade ago. 

C.K. released a statement 
after the Times report, say¬ 
ing "these stories are true." 


He acknowledged abusing 
his power over others and 
causing them pain but did 
not publicly apologize. 
Earlier this month, one of 
his five accusers disputed 
that his behavior was con¬ 
sensual. "We never agreed 
nor asked him to take all 
his clothes off and mastur¬ 
bate to completion in front 
of us," Julia Wolov wrote in 
an op-ed for the Canadian 
Jewish News. 

The revelations, which 
came at the height of 
the #MeToo movement 
against sexual abuse in the 
workplace, led to the can¬ 
cellation of C.K.’s numerous 
TV contracts and the scrap¬ 
ping of his feature-length 
film, "I Love You, Daddy," 


shortly before its release. 
The comedian vowed to 
"step back and take a long 
time to listen." 

But he returned to the stage 
less than a year later, and 
is now on an international 
tour that includes several 
sold-out shows. Protest¬ 
ers have gathered outside 
some of them, including a 
small demonstration out¬ 
side his first show in Tel Aviv 
organized by Kulan, a local 
women's advocacy group. 
Bracha Barad, the group's 
director, said those attend¬ 
ing the show were "normal¬ 
izing sexual violence." 

"They are basically telling 
him everything is OK, you're 
not going to pay a price for 
this and you will be given 


a stage," she told the local 
Kan TV. 

There were no protests 
Thursday outside the arena 
in Holon, a suburb of Tel 
Aviv. 

Most of the more than a 
dozen audience members 
who spoke to The Associat¬ 
ed Press had heard about 
the scandal. Some said 
they didn't know the de¬ 
tails or that it wasn't clear 
whether he had done any¬ 
thing wrong. Several young 
men attending the show 
declined to comment. 
"Twitter is fragile," one mut¬ 
tered as he strode away. 
"Feminists." 

The show drew an audi¬ 
ence of around 5,000 men 
and women of all ages. 


Most appeared to be fans 
who felt the severity of 
the misconduct was not 
enough to justify a boycott. 
"We don't support what he 
did to those women, but 
we like him as a comedian," 
said Asaf, who came to the 
show with his wife, Tal. They 
declined to give their last 
name out of privacy con¬ 
cerns. "It's not like he raped 
someone," he added. 

"It's like a little bit compli¬ 
cated," Tal said. She noted 
that C.K. had reportedly 
asked permission before 
masturbating in front of 
the women and said it 
shouldn't end the career of 
a "genius." But she also ac¬ 
knowledged the pervasive¬ 
ness of sexual misconduct. 
She finally concluded that 
paying to see Louis C.K. 
was "like supporting animal 
rights and still eating meat." 
C.K. alluded to the scan¬ 
dal on a number of occa¬ 
sions throughout the per¬ 
formance. He said he used 
to love New York City, his 
home for many years, but 
that now he hates it, imply¬ 
ing it's because of the neg¬ 
ative attention he receives. 
"I'd rather be in Auschwitz 
than New York City," he told 
the almost entirely Israeli 
audience, which broke out 
in laughter and applause. "I 
mean now, not when it was 
open." 

The set was similar to his 
past material, with wry ob¬ 
servations punctuated by 
raunchy and irreverent 
punchlines whose humor 
came largely from their 
shock value. a 


Irving Burgie, songwriter of calypso hit 'Day-O,' dies at 95 


By MARK KENNEDY 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Com¬ 
poser Irving Burgie, who 
helped popularize Carib¬ 
bean music and co-wrote 
the enduring Harry Belafon- 
te hit "Day-O (The Banana 
Boat Song)," has died at 
the age of 95. 

At the Barbados Indepen¬ 
dence Day Parade on Sat¬ 
urday, Prime Minister Mia 
Amor Mottley announced 
Burgie died Friday. 

"Day-O," written in 1952, has 
been ubiquitous, appear¬ 
ing in everything from the 
film and Broadway musical 


"Beetlejuice" to an E-Trade 
commercial. 

"Day-O" was also the wake- 
up call for the astronauts 
on two Space Shuttle mis¬ 
sions in the 1990s. 

When a superstar list of mu¬ 
sic royalty gathered to film 
the "We Are the World" vid¬ 
eo in 1985, most burst into a 
playful version of "Day-O" in 
between takes. Lit Wayne 
used a sample of "Day-O" 
in his "6 Foot 7 Foot." 
According to the Songwrit¬ 
ers Hall of Fame, Burgie's 
songs have sold over 100 
million records throughout 
the world. 


Many were recorded by 
Belafonte, including eight 
of the 11 songs on Belafon- 
te's 1956 album, "Calypso," 
the first album to sell over 
1 million copies in the U.S. 
Burgess also penned songs 
for the Kingston Trio ("The 
Seine," "El Matador," and 
"The Wanderer") and for 
other groups. 

His "Jamaica Farewell" has 
been recorded by Bela¬ 
fonte, Jimmy Buffett, Carly 
Simon and others. Others 
who have sung his songs 
include Mantovani, Miriam 
Makeba and Julio Iglesias. 
Burgie's classic Caribbean 


standards include such fa¬ 
miliar hits as "Island in The 
Sun," "Angelina," and he 
was co-writer of "Mary’s Boy 
Child." He also wrote the 
1963 off-Broadway musical 
"Ballad for Bimshire" that 
starred Ossie Davis. 

He served in an all-black 
U.S. Army battalion in World 
War II and used Gl Bill funds 
to pay for music studies. 
Burgie studied at the Juil- 
liard School of Music, Uni¬ 
versity of Arizona and Uni¬ 
versity of Southern Califor¬ 
nia. 

He became a folk singer 
using the stage name "Lord 


Burgess" and performed 
the circuit between New 
York and Chicago, mak¬ 
ing his New York nightclub 
debut at the Village Van¬ 
guard in 1954. 

After announcing his 
death, Mottley asked for a 
moment of silence for the 
Brooklyn-born Burgie, who 
wrote the lyrics to the na¬ 
tional anthem of Barbados 
— his mother's homeland. 
"We write our names on his¬ 
tory's page/With expecta¬ 
tions great/Strict guardians 
of our heritage/Firm crafts¬ 
men of our fate," go some 
of the lines of the anthem. □ 










MONDAY 2 DECEMBER 


M9IPE0PLE & ARTS 



'Frozen 2' ices competition again with record Thanksgiving 


By ANDREW DALTON 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — "Fro¬ 
zen 2" kept a wintry wind at 
its back in its second week, 
setting a Thanksgiving re¬ 
cord with a whopping box 
office bounty, while new¬ 
comer "Knives Out" found 
its own broad audience. 
Disney's new set of adven¬ 
tures for Anna, Elsa and 
Olaf brought in $85.3 mil¬ 
lion in the U.S. and Cana¬ 
da over the weekend and 


earned an unprecedented 
$132.7 million for the holi¬ 
day frame of Wednesday 
through Sunday, accord¬ 
ing to studio estimates. 

The first "Frozen" opened on 
Thanksgiving in 2013, but 
the sequel opened a week 
prior to the holiday, making 
it poised for a huge second 
week, with out-of-school 
kids happy to see it a sec¬ 
ond or a third time. 

"Flaving the opening week¬ 
end falling a few days 
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This image released by Lionsgate shows Katherine Langford, from left, Toni Collette, Jamie Lee 
Curtis, Don Johnson, Michael Shannon, Riki Lindholm and Jaeden Lieberher in a scene from 
"Knives Out." 

Associated Press 


ahead of Thanksgiving re¬ 
ally set it up perfectly," said 
Paul Dergarabedian, senior 
media analyst for the box 
office tracker Comscore. 
That came on top of a 
record-burying opening 
weekend of $127 million 
debut domestically and 
$350.2 million worldwide 
that made it the highest- 
grossing global debut for 
any animated film globally, 
and the largest opening 
for any for any Walt Disney 
Animation Studios release. 
The original film and its 
world-making song "Let It 
Go" became a pop-cul¬ 
ture phenomenon, earning 
$1.27 billion worldwide and 
selling countless Elsa and 
Anna dresses. 

The sequel has more than 
showed that the six years 
since has brought no thaw. 
It has already earned $739 
million globally and should 
certainly surpass the origi¬ 
nal's totals. 

"Disney is usually immune 
to the waning interest that 
audience have with some 
sequels," Dergarabedian 
said. 

"Knives Out," the innovative 
whodunit from writer and 
director Rian Johnson, rode 
great reviews and strong 
social media buzz to a $27 
million weekend and a five- 
day domestic total of $41.7 
million that easily earned 
back its budget. 

The film's vast and eclectic 


cast included Ana de Ar¬ 
mas, Christopher Plummer, 
Jamie Lee Curtis, Don John¬ 
son, Michael Shannon, Toni 
Collette and Chris Evans. 
Johnson, the director of 
"Looper" and "The Last 
Jedi," had been the target 
of some Twitter fanboy out¬ 
rage for the direction he 
took the second episode in 
the newest "Star Wars" tril¬ 
ogy, whose final chapter 
opens next month. 

The "Knives Out" opening 
showed his name value 
was unharmed and might 
even have been strength¬ 
ened by the online noise, 
and its reception could 
mean awards season con¬ 
sideration for Johnson and 
the cast. 

"First and foremost, this 
starts with Rian Johnson," 
said David Spitz, president 
of domestic distribution 
for Lionsgate. "He wrote a 
screenplay we all loved 
and executed it to perfec¬ 
tion." In response to the 
strong showing, Johnson on 
Sunday morning tweeted 
"Wow - THANKS to every¬ 
one who came to #Knive- 
sOut this weekend, and for 
all the lovely tweets, you 
guys are the best." 

While put on the calendar 
to draw in adults while kids 
were watching and re¬ 
watching "Frozen 2," "Knives 
Out" proved to be more 
than a niche picture. 

"We set it with the counter¬ 


programming expectation, 
this is a good adult dram- 
edy," Spitz said. 

But, he said, it turned out 
younger audiences had 
even better reactions than 
older ones. "It's playing to 
everybody," Spitz said. 
While the weekend showed 
that there is nothing like a 
franchise to bring in block¬ 
buster bucks, it also reflect¬ 
ed that tentpoles aren't the 
only means to attract audi¬ 
ences. 

"When it comes to adult 
fare, it seems that audienc¬ 
es want more originality," 
Dergarabedian said. 
"Knives Out" also opened 
strong internationally with 
a weekend of $28.3 million. 
The weekend's other new¬ 
comer, "Queen & Slim," 
finished down in fifth with 
$11.7 million, but with a lim¬ 
ited number of screens and 
a modest reported budget 
of about $20 million, it was 
still a successful opening 
for the Bonnie-and-Clyde- 
meets-Black-Lives-Matter 
story. 

"Ford v Ferrari" rolled along 
in its third weekend of re¬ 
lease, finishing in third 
place with $13.2 million. 
Tom Hanks' Mister Rog¬ 
ers story "A Beautiful Day 
in the Neighborhood" 
also hummed along in its 
second weekend, earn¬ 
ing $11.8 million to put it 
fourth at the domestic box 
officeO 
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Join Bugaloe for Crazy Fish Mondays! 

Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill is perfectly located 
between the Riu Palace Hotel and Hilton Resort on 
the famous Palm Pier with stunning 360" views of 
the crystal dear ocean* Open daily from 7.30am 
till midnight mondays are known as Crazy Fish 
Mondays for the delicious fresh fish dishes the 
chef at Bugaloe serves up. 


Crazy Fish Monday! (after 5pm) Fried Fish Basket $14, 
Grouper Platter $17 or Red Snapper Fillet $20. Fresher than 
fresh is the motto of Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill. 

In addition to Crazy Fish Mondays, Bugaloe has a weekly 
line-up of live entertainment and daily happy hours from 
5-6pm and 10-11pm, Fallow your tapping feet down 
to the musk where smiles and fun await you! 

Reservations are recommended. 


Located at De Palm Pier between the Hilton Resort and Mil Hotel T: (+297)586-2233 info@bugaloe.CTm www.Bugaloe.com trlp^Msor 


Loughlin's daughter returns to her popular YouTube channel 


Crazy Fish Monda y 



In this Feb. 28, 2019 file photo, actress Lori Loughlin poses with her daughter Olivia Jade Giannulli, 
left, at the 2019 "An Unforgettable Evening" in Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Associated Press 


By ANDREW DALTON 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Social 
media star Olivia Jade Gi¬ 
annulli on Sunday posted 
her first YouTube video 
since the arrest of her par¬ 
ents, actress Lori Lough¬ 
lin and fashion designer 
Mossimo Giannulli, made 
her one of the most visible 
figures in the college ad¬ 
missions scandal that en¬ 
snared dozens of wealthy 
parents and their children. 
"Welcome back to my You¬ 
Tube channel, obviously 
I've been gone for a really 
long time," Jade says in the 
two-minute video, titled "hi 
again," posted to her ac¬ 
count that has nearly 2 mil¬ 
lion subscribers. 

She says she debated for 
months whether to return 
to her channel, which fo¬ 
cused on fashion, beauty 
and video-diary entries 
about her life. 

"I'm terrified to make this 
video and come back," 
Jade says, "but I want to 
start taking smaller steps in 


the right direction." 

Loughlin and Giannulli 
are accused of paying 
$500,000 to have their two 
daughters labeled as re¬ 
cruits to the USC crew team 
so they could gain admis¬ 
sion to the school, even 


though neither participat¬ 
ed in the sport. 

Charged in federal court 
in Massachusetts with con¬ 
spiracy to commit fraud, 
bribery and money laun¬ 
dering, they have pleaded 
not guilty and have refused 


to reach plea agreements 
with prosecutors as many 
other parents, including 
actress Felicity Huffman, al¬ 
ready have done. 

In her new video. Jade says 
she stayed away from so¬ 
cial media because she is 


legally prohibited from talk¬ 
ing about the scandal, and 
it seemed pointless to ap¬ 
pear and ignore it. 

"If I can't talk about it, is 
there a point in coming 
back and not being able 
to saying anything?" Jade 
says. It’s not clear what 
legal restrictions would 
keep her from speaking or 
whether attorneys have 
simply advised her not to 
do so. Jade said the pull 
of social media was too 
strong to stay away. 

"I actually really, really miss 
it," she says. "I feel like a 
huge part of me is not the 
same because this is some¬ 
thing that I'm really passion¬ 
ate about and something 
I really like to do. ... I'm re¬ 
ally excited to start filming 
again and start uploading 
again." 

Jade went silent on so¬ 
cial media after her par¬ 
ents' March arrest and lost 
advertising deals that in¬ 
cluded cosmetics retailer 
Sephora and hair products 
company TRESemme.O 
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Mountain village embraces its legacy as cure center for TB 



This Friday, Nov. 29, 2019 photo shows the exterior of one of the Trudeau Sanatorium houses used 
to treat tuberculosis patients by sitting on the porch for rest and mountain air under the care of TB 
pioneer Dr. Edward Livingston in Saranac Lake, N.Y. 


By MICHAEL HILL 
Associated Press 
SARANAC LAKE, N.Y. (AP) 

— Tuberculosis put Saranac 
Lake on the map. 

Through the middle of the 
20th century, ailing people 
seeking a "rest cure" re¬ 
clined on cottage porches 
in the community to take 
in the crisp Adirondack 
Mountain air. Saranac Lake 
grew into a mini-metrop¬ 
olis of medical care, with 
a dozen trains chugging 
in and out daily, a famous 
mountainside tuberculosis 
sanitorium, hotels — and 
three undertakers. 

"It was a bustling place," 
said 89-year-old Howard Ri¬ 
ley, who worked more than 
seven decades ago as a 
"tray boy," delivering food 
to patients. "Very, very up¬ 
beat. And that might sound 
funny to somebody else, 
because the whole place 
was built on a disease." 

The local boom ended with 
the rise of effective antibiot¬ 
ic treatment, but residents 
still honor the village's novel 
legacy. This year, the local 
history group purchased 
the old home and medical 
office of TB treatment pio¬ 
neer Dr. Edward Livingston 
Trudeau for conversion into 
additional museum space. 
Separately, developers 
purchased the sprawling 
site of Trudeau's sanitorium 
with plans to refurbish and 
reuse buildings integral to 
the area's past as a mag¬ 
net for sick people. 

"It's just still really a big part 
of our identity," said Amy 
Catania, executive direc¬ 
tor of Historic Saranac Lake. 
Spread by coughs and 
sneezes, tuberculosis typi¬ 


cally attacks the lungs and 
was among the deadliest 
diseases a century ago. Fe¬ 
ver, fatigue and an awful 
cough are common symp¬ 
toms. 

Trudeau was among the 
sufferers who came to the 
Adirondack Mountains in 
the 19th century in the be¬ 
lief that rest and mountain 
air could help control the 
disease. The young doc¬ 
tor's health improved and 
he moved to Saranac 
Lake. He opened the Ad¬ 
irondack Cottage Sanito¬ 
rium in 1884, beginning a 
literal cottage industry that 
lasted 70 years. 

At its height, an estimated 
2,000 or more patients at 
a time would stay locally 
at privately run cottages 
and larger institutions like 


the Trudeau Sanitorium, 
named for its founder af¬ 
ter his death in 1915 after 
battling the disease for de¬ 
cades. 

Hundreds of old "cure cot¬ 
tages" still stand along the 
hilly streets. Many are resi¬ 
dential homes, their distinc¬ 
tive open porches now en¬ 
closed. Riley pointed them 
out during a recent drive 
through the snow-covered 
village. "Here's a cure cot¬ 
tage," he said, from behind 
the wheel. "So is this. I mean, 
they're all over the place." 
Many patients were young 
men and women, who still 
tend to be at high risk for 
the disease. Some stayed 
in bed. Others were "up pa¬ 
tients" who could maybe 
take a walk for exercise. 
They reclined in the open 
air, bundling up in fur coats 
when it became cold. 

"You couldn't go nearthem. 
You could walk up onto the 
cure porch. They all knew 
your names and you knew 
theirs because it was like a 
big family and they were 
so young.... You'd tell them 
about your day," said Nat¬ 
alie Leduc, now 89. "They 
were so anxious to hear ev¬ 
erything on the outside." 
Death cast a long shadow 
here, but a surprising num¬ 
ber of patients shared sun¬ 
ny memories later on. 

Anne Irene Remis, who 
came to Trudeau at age 23 
in 1939, called her decade 
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at Trudeau "some of the 
happiest years of my life." In 
her contribution to the 2002 
book "Portrait of Healing," 
she wrote fondly about 
fresh air, friends and kind 
doctors, doctor prescribing 
the proper shade of lipstick 
to match her pajamas. 

Riley and Leduc say they 
loved living in a busy town. 
Leduc met movie star 
James Cagney when he 
visited a local sanitorium 
that served people in show 
business. Riley, in addition 
to delivering food to pa¬ 
tients, would run errands to 
buy them candy bars and 
— of all things — cigarettes. 
Both were subjected to 
regular chest X-rays at 
the local school. Riley was 
unfazed. "I never even 
thought of getting TB," Ri¬ 


ley said. "I mean, it never 
crossed my mind." Then an¬ 
tibiotics came along, and 
the bottom fell out. 

"That was a wonderful thing 
for humanity, but a terrible 
thing for our local econo¬ 
my," Catania said. 

Trudeau discharged its last 
patient in 1954 and was 
purchased several years 
later by a corporate train¬ 
ing group to host seminars. 
Saranac Lake is a more 
traditional tourist town to¬ 
day, a snow globe village 
surrounded by mountains 
and lakes. The area's past 
as a TB haven is highlighted 
at the Saranac Laboratory 
Museum, a brick building 
that was once Trudeau's 
lab. Historic Saranac Lake 
operates the museum and 
this past spring bought 
Trudeau's former home 
and medical practice next 
door. It is raising $1.7 million 
for a rehabilitation of new 
space. 

The Trudeau name lives on 
here through the Trudeau 
Institute, dedicated to 
the study of infectious dis¬ 
ease. And Trudeau’s great- 
grandson, "Doonesbury" 
comic strip creator Garry 
Trudeau, provides art an¬ 
nually for the village's Win¬ 
ter Carnival. 

Developer Wayne Zukin, 
part of the group that 
bought the site this fall, 
said its first goal this winter 
is to stabilize the buildings. 
Different buildings on the 
grounds could possibly be 
used for retail, residences, 
a chef-driven inn ora brew¬ 
ery, he said. 

"We want to save these 
buildings by putting them 
to use," he said. □ 



In this photo from the early 20th century provided by the Sara¬ 
nac Lake Free Library, tuberculosis patients rest on the porch of 
a sanatorium in Saranac Lake, N.Y. 
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This Friday, Nov. 29, 2019 shows the exterior of the Saranac Lab¬ 
oratory Museum and home, right, of tuberculosis pioneer Dr. Ed¬ 
ward Livingston in Saranac Lake, N.Y. 
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